The Mandate

The Development Co-operation Directorate Network on Gender Equality (GENDERNET) is a unique forum which brings together experts on gender equality in development from 23 members of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), including the European Commission. Observers participate from UN agencies and the International Financial Institutions.  The Network is a subsidiary body of the Development Assistance Committee of the OECD.  

The Network shares experiences and exchanges innovative thinking on strategies and practices to integrate gender equality dimensions and women’s empowerment into donor policies and practices in support of partner countries’ development efforts. 

Its mandate is to:

· Contribute to improving the quality and effectiveness of development co‑operation

· Provide strategic support to the policies of the DAC

· Meet the needs of members of the DAC and members of the network

The GENDERNET develops “good practice” and guidance, especially in new and innovative areas, building on and consolidating members’ efforts collaboratively, rather than duplicating work being carried out elsewhere. The Network provides professional expertise for mainstreaming gender equality into DAC policy work, collaborating closely with the other DAC subsidiary bodies such as the Network on Poverty Reduction, the Working Party on Statistics, the Network on Conflict, Peace and Development Cooperation and the Peer Review division.

The Network meets at least once a year but also convenes additional meetings or workshops with direct relevance to the work programme or to respond to emerging issues on the development assistance agenda.  Between meetings its work is undertaken in task teams.

Current Work includes:

· Study of the institutional and structural arrangements in bilateral agencies to advise on and facilitate work on gender equality to complement the CRS study on Aid activities in support of gender equality, 1999-2003.
· Refinement of the gender policy marker and the preparation of guidance on its application and use in collaboration with the Working Party on Statistics.

· Think-pieces and presentations to the biennial meeting with the United Nations’ Interagency Network on Women and Gender Equality (February 2006) on tackling gender equality work in the context of changing aid modalities and the Paris Declaration.
· Revision of the DAC guidelines for gender equality and women’s empowerment in development co-operation to take account of the changing context of aid.  This is longer-term, but will begin in 2006.

Activities Related to the Millennium Development Goals
The Network has: 

· collaborated with the UN Interagency Network on Women and Gender Equality and the Multilateral Development Bank Working Group on Gender on the promotion of gender equality in the MDGs

· worked with the DCD Creditor Reporting System to prepare an Analysis of aid in support of gender equality, 1999-2003 as a contribution to the 2005 review processes 

· contributed to Making poverty reduction work : OECD’s role in development partnership prepared for the 2005 World Summit

· provided a forum for members to exchange information in the lead-up to the World Summit, and,

· tracked the work of the Interagency Expert Group on MDG Indicators though the participation of the Head of the Statistics Division from the Development Cooperation Directorate.
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