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PREFACE

This report is the result of a fruitful collaboration between the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the World Bank. It addresses the issue of crime and
violence in the Caribbean, a complex problem that prejudices both the social and
economic development of the region.

The Governments of the Caribbean countries recognize the seriousness of the problem
and are exploring innovative policy responses at both the national and regional levels.
Civil society organizations are doing their part as well by designing and implementing
violence prevention programs targeting youth violence, violence against women, and
other important forms of violence.

Much, however, remains to be done. Some of the factors that make the Caribbean most
vulnerable to crime and violence—the drug trade and trafficking of weapons are two
important examples—require a response that transcends national and even regional
boundaries. Also, promising initiatives at the national level must be evaluated for
effectiveness so that scarce resources can be efficiently invested.

This report is offered as a contribution to the ongoing dialogue in the region on
approaches to address crime and violence. It is not intended to provide a definitive
blueprint for action, but rather is offered as a tool to engage stakeholders—governments,
civil society organizations, citizens, and international partners—in a serious dialogue on
crime and violence, based on evidence and good practices from inside and outside the
region.

Francis Maertens Caroline Anstey
Director, Division for Policy Country Director for the Caribbean
Analysis and Public Affairs World Bank

UNODC
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