[September 19, 2009 E-mail text from Jacob Hughes in response to outcomes from the August Joint HSS working group meeting in Geneva, Switzerland]

Thank you for sending the notes from the August 20-21, 2009 meeting.  Whatever the ultimate outcomes, the process has been helpful.

My few comments from the field include:

-It would be useful to know more about the options discussed and, therefore, a chance to comment on the 'options papers' would be appreciated, whenever they are ready for review;

-Strong support for country dependent approaches, where if things are not broke, don't fix them, and if something needs fixing, the necessary flexible exists to do so;

-Strong support for common proposal, evaluation and reporting.  I suggest that to mean common indicators (country driven), common budget (for transparency), and common procurement rules;

-In addition to aligning with national budget cycles, consistent duration of funding commitments (number of years) for country level planning purposes;

-Consider potential for relying on a single in country oversight mechanism, either The Global Funds' CCM or GAVI's HSCC;

Finally, I'll put a plug in for pooling, or using a common financing mechanism, as means of achieving many of the above comments and of your own suggestions (though I admit my own bias in this area).

Thanks for the opportunity to comment.

Jacob

Jacob Hughes

Pool Fund Manager

Liberia

[Original e-mail text]

World Bank, GAVI Alliance, The Global Fund - Joint Health System Strengthening Update Follow-up from Washington DC Technical Workshop in June
On Sep 8, 2009, at 10:32 PM, kbrouhard@worldbank.org wrote:

Dear Colleagues, 

Following on the Health Systems Strengthening Workshop which the World Bank, GAVI Alliance and The Global Fund co-hosted in Washington DC this past June, we wanted to update you on our progress towards meeting the High Level Taskforce's call to establish a joint funding platform for HSS. A very productive inter-agency working group meeting was recently held in Geneva on this effort. The three agencies, together with WHO put forth a number of principles on Joint HSS programming and funding and agreed on time line for moving this work forward. The Notes from that meeting and the Principles document are attached to this e-mail. 
We are currently seeking feedback on these notes and principles both with a variety of country and global health partners and civil society organizations. 
In addition, we have established a web-site (http://go.worldbank.org/0IVEXL4N30) where we will post all future meeting notes and further documents. 
