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Ecotourism as an Economic Ecotourism as an Economic 
Alternative to Illegal Alternative to Illegal 

Wildlife TradeWildlife Trade

Toby Bloom, Director of Wildlife Ecotourism
tbloom@hsi.org

Humane Society InternationalHumane Society International--
Who Are We?Who Are We?

HSIHSI-- International branch of Humane Society of the International branch of Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS)United States (HSUS)
Over 30 million members/constituents in the USOver 30 million members/constituents in the US
Offices in US, Latin America, UK/Europe, Canada, Offices in US, Latin America, UK/Europe, Canada, 
Australia, India, reps in Southeast AsiaAustralia, India, reps in Southeast Asia
US departmentsUS departments--

CampaignsCampaigns
PolicyPolicy
Trade and DevelopmentTrade and Development
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Humane Society InternationalHumane Society International--
Dept. of Trade and DevelopmentDept. of Trade and Development

Some of our activities:Some of our activities:
Help strengthen EU draft Help strengthen EU draft 
regulation to ban trade in regulation to ban trade in 
seal products in WTOseal products in WTO
Inclusion of Wildlife and Biodiversity Inclusion of Wildlife and Biodiversity 
Protection in Peru Trade Promotion Protection in Peru Trade Promotion 
AgreementAgreement
Support program for the Convention on Support program for the Convention on 
International Trade of Endangered Species International Trade of Endangered Species 
(CITES) program through DR(CITES) program through DR--CAFTACAFTA

Humane Society InternationalHumane Society International--
Dept. of Trade and DevelopmentDept. of Trade and Development

Support program for Support program for 
the Convention on the Convention on 
International Trade of International Trade of 
Endangered Species Endangered Species 
(CITES)(CITES)
through DRthrough DR--CAFTACAFTA
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HSIHSI’’ss CITES Support CITES Support 
ProgramProgram

Joint program with TRAFFIC and Joint program with TRAFFIC and 
Department of Interior (DOI)Department of Interior (DOI)
HSI has 4 program areas:HSI has 4 program areas:

Education and OutreachEducation and Outreach
TrainingTraining
Wildlife Rescue and RehabilitationWildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation
Economic Alternatives (Ecotourism)Economic Alternatives (Ecotourism)

Wildlife Ecotourism as an Wildlife Ecotourism as an 
Economic AlternativeEconomic Alternative

Economic Alternatives Economic Alternatives 
(Wildlife Ecotourism)(Wildlife Ecotourism)

1 partner NGO and 1 partner NGO and 
community in each of 6 countriescommunity in each of 6 countries
Direct Grants for training, infrastructure, printed Direct Grants for training, infrastructure, printed 
materialsmaterials
20062006-- No specific ecotourism activities in budgetNo specific ecotourism activities in budget
20072007-- Strategic Needs AssessmentsStrategic Needs Assessments
20082008-- NeedsNeeds-- Specific TrainingSpecific Training



4

HSIHSI’’ss Wildlife Ecotourism Program:Wildlife Ecotourism Program:
Costa RicaCosta Rica

Partner NGO: FundaciPartner NGO: Fundacióón Corcovadon Corcovado
Community: El Community: El ProgresoProgreso
Activities:Activities:

Turtle hatcheryTurtle hatchery
English lessonsEnglish lessons
Community tourism cooperativeCommunity tourism cooperative

Endangered SpeciesEndangered Species-- LOTS! Whales,LOTS! Whales,
tapir, sea turtles, dolphins, etctapir, sea turtles, dolphins, etc……

HSIHSI’’ss Wildlife Ecotourism Program:Wildlife Ecotourism Program:
Dominican RepublicDominican Republic

Partner NGO: FUNDEMARPartner NGO: FUNDEMAR
Community:Community: BayahibeBayahibe
Activities:Activities:

Interpretational signs, benches at points of interestInterpretational signs, benches at points of interest
Community mapCommunity map
Trail construction and maintenanceTrail construction and maintenance

Endangered SpeciesEndangered Species-- dolphinsdolphins
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HSIHSI’’ss Wildlife Ecotourism Program: Wildlife Ecotourism Program: 
El SalvadorEl Salvador

Partner NGO: Partner NGO: SalvaNATURASalvaNATURA
Community:Community: CaserCaserííoo SanSan

MiguelitoMiguelito
Activities:Activities:

Ecotourism promoterEcotourism promoter
Promotional videoPromotional video
Standardized checkStandardized check--in procedure for park visitorsin procedure for park visitors

Endangered SpeciesEndangered Species-- Migratory birds, ocelotMigratory birds, ocelot

HSIHSI’’ss Wildlife Ecotourism Program: Wildlife Ecotourism Program: 
GuatemalaGuatemala

Partner NGO: FUNDAECOPartner NGO: FUNDAECO
Communities:Communities: CarbonerosCarboneros
andand SarstSarstúúnn
Activities:Activities:

Hospitality trainingHospitality training
Sales and promotional materialsSales and promotional materials

Endangered SpeciesEndangered Species-- Jaguars, amphibiansJaguars, amphibians
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HSIHSI’’ss Wildlife Ecotourism Program:Wildlife Ecotourism Program:
HondurasHonduras

Partner NGO: Fundacion Cayos Cochinos, GuarumaPartner NGO: Fundacion Cayos Cochinos, Guaruma
Communities: East End, Communities: East End, 
LasLas MangasMangas and El and El PitalPital
Activities:Activities:

Septic system for cabins and Septic system for cabins and 
communitycommunity
Posters promoting Posters promoting CangrejalCangrejal
Biodiversity and EcotourismBiodiversity and Ecotourism

Endangered SpeciesEndangered Species-- Endemic pink Endemic pink 
boa, queen conchboa, queen conch

HSIHSI’’ss Wildlife Ecotourism Program:Wildlife Ecotourism Program:
NicaraguaNicaragua

Partner NGO: AsociaciPartner NGO: Asociacióón Tierra Y Vidan Tierra Y Vida
Communities: Loma De Communities: Loma De VientoViento
and COSERTUCHACOand COSERTUCHACO
Activities:Activities:

Guest room and indoor plumbing Guest room and indoor plumbing 
constructionconstruction
Interpretational signsInterpretational signs
Tour equipmentTour equipment

Endangered SpeciesEndangered Species-- Howler monkeys, Howler monkeys, 
sea turtlessea turtles
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ChallengesChallenges
All fledgling projectsAll fledgling projects
Infrastructure challenges beyond Infrastructure challenges beyond 
our controlour control
1 specialist for 6 countries! More 1 specialist for 6 countries! More 
personnel, long term fundingpersonnel, long term funding

** Product development and marketing Product development and marketing 

Questions?Questions?
Thank You!Thank You!


