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The US Volcano Disaster Assistance 

Program: Helping to Save Lives by 

Reducing the Risk from Volcanic 

Eruptions



ÅWithin the US Agency for International 

Development (USAID), the Office of Foreign 

Disaster Assistance (OFDA)  is responsible for 

coordinating humanitarian assistance from the 

US government in response to international 

crises and disasters

OFDAôs Responsibility



ÅSave lives

ÅAlleviate human 

suffering

ÅReduce the economic 

and social impact of 

disasters

OFDAôs Mandate



A Year At OFDA



Volcanoes of the World



Principal Volcanic 

Hazards

ÅFalls & Clouds
Å Ash & ballistics

ÅFlows
Å Surges & pyroclastic flows

Å Lahars (mudflows)

Å [Lava]
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Volcano Monitoring Methods



Deadliest Eruptions



Nevado Del Ruiz, Colombia Eruption

ÅNov. 13, 1985 Nevado 

Del Ruiz erupted

ÅOver 23,000 people 

in Armero killed

ÅNo international team 

of volcanologists 

Å In 1986 VDAP was 

formed



Overview of VDAP

What: 23-year partnership between 

USAID/OFDA & USGS

Who: Worldôs most experienced 

volcano crisis-response team

Why: Prevent volcanic crises from                

becoming disasters 

How: By invitation only

Work in background with counterparts 

Response and capacity building 

http://volcanoes.usgs.gov/

vhp/vdap.php



Mount St. Helens

N.Sulawesi (Indonesia)

Å25 major crises in 23 years

ÅInfrastructure built in 12 countries 

Å10ôs of thousands of lives saved

Å100ôs of $ millions in property savings

Chaitén (Chile)

Updated 9/22/2009 from Ewert, Miller and others, 1997 USGS Fact Sheet 064-97
Recent major responses: Merapi, Huila, Chaitén. 

Ongoing major infrastructure projects: Indonesia, Guatemala
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