Mr. Al-Sarraf has worked on rule of law issues in Iraq as an advisor to the U.S. State Department and the Coalition Provisional Authority, as chief of party for a USAID-funded legal education project, as Director of Iraq Programs for the American Bar Association and currently as head of a legal advocacy NGO in Baghdad. He provided technical assistance to Iraq's Constitutional Drafting Committee on federalism, anticorruption, natural resource distribution, electoral law, and judicial organization. His work led the CPA to replace Iraq's system of executive control of the judiciary with an independent council modeled on those in Europe. He also developed a reform program for the Iraqi law school curriculum and helped to draft a report on transitional justice in Iraq. A member of both the California and Iraq Bar Associations, Mr. Al-Sarraf has divided his time between Baghdad and Los Angeles since July 2003. He will talk on what has been achieved in rule of law reform since the fall of Saddam Hussein and what remains to be done.
