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The share of youth in SSA is the 
highest in the world

Population Share of Youth by Region (1950-2010)
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Despite important increase in 
educational attainment, SSA is still 

lagging behind other regions
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The incidence of child labor 
persists

Figure: Share of children economically active in sub-Saharan Africa
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And a large share of young men 
and women has never attended 

school
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For those who went to school, the average age of 
exiting school is between16 and 22 years.
And the transition from school to work varies from  
-1.5 to 4.1 years
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Once in the labor market the unemployment rate 
for youth is high…
Also relative to adults (with significant variation)
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But this seems to be generally an 
Urban Phenomenon 
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And concentrated among the better 
off (educated/rich households)
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For those who cannot afford to be unemployed, many are 
employed in rural areas 
And for those who are out of school, the relative 
employment rate is not high
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Work Characteristics are different 
for youth, with high degree of 

informality

Notes: (a) 15-24 years age group; (b) 25-50 years age group; (c) As reflected by average weekly working hours.
Source: UCW calculations based on World Bank Standard Files and Standard Indicators (SFSI) datasets
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And a large share of girls are not in 
school and not at work
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