
 
The Little Data Book on 
Information and Communication 
Technology 2008:  
Now in its second edition, the Little 
Data Book on Information and 
Communication Technology 2008 
presents at-a-glance tables for over 
140 economies showing the most 
recent national data on key indicators 
of information and communications 
technology (ICT), including access, 

quality, affordability, efficiency, sustainability, and 
applications. 

 
The Little Data Book on External Debt 2008:  
The Little Data Book on External 
Debt provides a quick reference for 
users interested in external debt 
stocks and flows, major economic 
aggregates, key debt ratios, and the 
currency composition of long-term 
debt for all countries reporting 
through the Debtor Reporting 
system. A pocket edition of the 
Global Development Finance 2008, 
Volume II: Summary and Country 
Tables, it contains statistical tables for 135 countries 
as well as summary tables for regional and income 
groups. 

 
The Little Green Data Book 2008: This pocket-sized 

reference on key environmental data 
for over 200 countries includes key 
indicators on agriculture, forestry, 
biodiversity, energy, emission and 
pollution, and water and sanitation. 
The volume helps establish a sound 
base of information to help set 
priorities and measure progress 
toward environmental sustainability 
goals.  

 
The Little Data Book 2008:  
Now in its seventh edition, this 
pocket-sized reference on key 
development data for over 200 
countries provides profiles of each 
country with 54 development 
indicators about people, environment, 
economy, technology and 
infrastructure, trade, and finance. It 
is intended as a quick reference for 
users of World Development 
Indicators, WDI Online, and the 
Atlas of Global Development.  

Parliaments as Peacebuilders in Conflict-Affected Countries: 
The changing nature of conflict and the increase in intrastate conflict during the 
1990s, followed by its slow decline since the turn of the century, have led to 
changing priorities in the field of conflict resolution. No longer is the international 
community solely concerned with resolving existing conflicts; it also is managing 
emerging conflicts to ensure that they do not flare into violent conflict.  
This book outlines some of the strategies parliaments and parliamentarians can 
adopt to reduce the incidence of conflict and effectively manage conflict when it 
does emerge. It is hoped that by developing a better understanding of the nexus 
between parliament, poverty, and conflict parliamentarians will be more aware of 
the array of options open to them as they seek to contribute to conflict 
management in conflict-affected societies. 
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Unleashing Prosperity:  
Over the past few years, the 
countries of Eastern Europe 
and the Former Soviet Union 
have seen rapid productivity 
growth that has driven up 
living standards and reduced 
poverty. Unleashing 
Prosperity examines the 
micro foundations of the 
recent growth. The report 
shows that these countries 
have enjoyed substantial 
productivity gains from the 

reallocation of labor and capital to more productive 
sectors and firms, from the entry of new firms and 
the exit of obsolete firms, and from the more 
efficient use of resources. Unleashing Prosperity also 
illustrates that policy reforms that promote 
governance and macroeconomic stability, market 
competition, infrastructure quality, financial 
deepening, labor market flexibility, and skill upgrading 
are important in achieving higher productivity growth.  

Africa Development Indicators 2007:  
Africa Development Indicators 2007 provides the 
most comprehensive source of African economic and 
social data available in one volume. It puts together 
data from different sources, making it an essential 
tool for policy makers, researchers, and other people 
interested in Africa. This edition includes the Africa 

Development Indicators 
2007  
Single User CD-ROM and 
opening articles from leading 
economists reporting and 
analyzing key African 
economic and development 
issues. 

Toward a Better Future: 
Toward a Better Future provides 
a comprehensive analysis of 
education development in 
Singapore since 1965, giving 
particular attention to the 
strategic management that has 
enabled Singapore to transform 
its education and training system 
from one similar to that of many 
Sub-Saharan African countries 
four decades ago into one of the 

world’s best-performing systems. It is one of a pair of 
concurrently-published books presenting materials 
originally developed for a 2006 study tour to 
Singapore and Vietnam for senior education officials 
from Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana, Lesotho, Madagascar, 
and Mozambique.  

Hospital Performance in Brazil:  
Drawing on an eclectic array of 
research and evaluative 
studies culled from a mix of 
sources, this volume analyzes 
Brazilian hospital performance 
along several policy dimensions 
including resource allocation 
and use within hospitals, 
hospital payment mechanisms, 
organizational and governance 
arrangements, management 
practices, and regulation and quality. An agenda for 
hospital reform is proposed which synthesizes 
priorities that are integral to improving hospital 
performance—and which should be considered for 
implementation in the near and medium term.  
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Land in Transition:  
This book is a case study of 
Vietnam's efforts to fight 
poverty using market-oriented 
land reforms. In the 1980s and 
1990s, the country undertook 
major institutional reforms, and 
an impressive reduction in 
poverty followed. But what role 
did the reforms play? Did the 
efficiency gains from reform 
come at a cost to equity? Were 

there both winners and losers? Was rising rural 
landlessness in the wake of reforms a sign of success 
or failure? 
 

 
A Review of Health Sector 
Aid Financing to Somalia:  
This study reviews aid flows 
to the health sector in 
Somalia over the period 
2000-2006. In close 
collaboration with the Health 
Sector Committee of the 
Coordination of International 
Support to Somalis the 
authors collected 
quantitative and qualitative 
data from twenty-six 

international agencies operating in Somalia, including 
bilateral and multilateral donors. 
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Small States, Smart 
Solutions: 
Small states face special 
hurdles in achieving 
development gains. These 
states spend significantly more 
of their GDP on producing public 
goods and services, and they 
face higher connectivity costs 
than do their larger brethren. 
Small States, Smart Solutions 

examines how some small states use international 
trade and telecommunications technology to outsource 
services such as justice, banking supervision, public 
utilities regulation, high-quality medicine, and 
education. Sourcing these services internationally 
poses unique challenges but also opens broad 
opportunities. The eight case studies in this book, 
based on interviews with government officers and 
citizens, describe pioneering initiatives undertaken by 
some small states to better the quality of life of their 
citizens. 
 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation:  
This book summarizes, and 
highlights main messages from, a 
February 2007 Global Forum 
convened by the World Bank to 
discuss strategies, programs, 
and policies for building science, 
technology and innovation (STI) 
capacity to promote sustainable 
growth and poverty reduction in 
developing countries.  

Risk-Based Supervision of Pension Funds:  
Risk-Based Supervision of Pension Funds provides a 
review of the design and experience of risk-based 
pension fund supervision in countries that have been 
leaders in the development of these methods. The 
utilization of risk-based methods originates primarily 
in the supervision of banks. In recent years it has 
increasingly been extended to other types of financial 
intermediaries, including pension funds and insurers. 
The trend toward risk-based supervision of pensions 
reflects an increasing focus on risk management in 
both banking and insurance based on three key 
elements: capital requirements, supervisory review, and 
market discipline. Although similar in concept to the 
techniques developed in banking, its application to 

pension funds has 
required 

modifications, 
particularly for 
defined contribution 
funds that transfer 
investment risk to 
fund members. The 
countries examined - 
Australia, Denmark, 
Mexico, and the 
Netherlands - provide 

a range of experience 
that illustrates both the diversity of pension systems 
and the approaches to risk-based supervision, and also 
presents a commonality of focus on sound risk 
management and effective supervisory outcomes. 

Youth in Africa’s Labor Market:  
The authors examine the 
challenges facing Africa’s youth 
in their transition from school 
to working life, and propose a 
policy framework for meeting 
these challenges. Topics 
covered include the effect of 
education on employment and 
income, broadening employment 
opportunities, and enhancing 
youth capabilities. The book 

includes a CD-ROM of case studies of four countries 
and household data on 13 countries. 

Assets, Livelihoods and Social 
Policy: 
Given the lack of adequate 
universal social welfare for those 
unable to find jobs in the salaried 
formal sector, the livelihoods and 
well-being of most poor people 
depend heavily on their asset 
base. This includes their ability to 
access and accumulate assets, 
obtain decent returns from these 
assets, and use their asset base to manage risks. 
Assets, Livelihoods, and Social Policy discusses the 
diverse strategies adopted by people in different 
contexts to accumulate assets through migration, 
housing investments, natural resources management, 
and informal businesses. An asset-based social policy 
can strengthen asset accumulation strategies as well as 
help the poor overcome the constraints of unfavorable 
institutional environments. 




