Public Expenditure Review Clinic


(For the Mongolia Country Team via videoconferencing)





Thursday, April 12, 2001


Room MC4-860





Program





Note:  Time listed is Washington time.  (Mongolia time is 12hours ahead of Washington time.)  All speakers are from the World Bank.





Opening Remarks 	8:00 - 8:10 p.m.	





By:  	 Ian Porter, Country Director, Mongolia (TBC) 





Session I. 			8:10 - 8:45 p.m.	 	





Public Expenditure Reviews (PERs): What are they ? How can we do a good one ?   A public expenditure review (PER) involves the analysis of public sector issues in general and of the public budget in particular.  This session will discuss the World Bank’s experience of undertaking PERs with an objective of advancing the development agenda in its client countries.  In light of the lessons learnt, strategies will be outlined for doing a good PER and the link between PERs and PRSPs will be highlighted.  In discussing these strategies references will be made to the two sessions in the clinic.     





Chair:  Tamar Manuelyan Atinc, Lead Specialist, East Asia PREM.


Speaker:  Vinaya Swaroop, Lead Economist, Development Research Group.








Session II. 			9:00 - 9:45 p.m.


	 	


Economic Analysis of Public Expenditures: Issues of Equity and Efficiency.   This session will show how economic analysis can be applied to the rationale for public spending, the choice of instruments (public provision vs. subsidy vs. regulation) and deciding among competing demand for public resources.  The experience of developing countries will be highlighted. The economic principles presented in the previous session will be applied to the analysis of social sectors, particularly, health and education.  Issues covered in this session will include the characteristic market failures in these sectors, the appropriate instruments to address these failures as well as identification of the main beneficiaries of the social policies





Chair:  Tamar Manuelyan Atinc.





Speaker:  Jeffrey Hammer, Lead Economist, Development Research Group.








Session III. 			10:00 - 10:45 p.m.





Issues in Intergovernmental Fiscal Relations.   The objective of this session is discuss three themes in decentralization.  These themes are: (1) Sub-national borrowing and the hard budget constraint; (2) Decentralization of social safety nets and other welfare schemes; and (3) Decentralization of social services.  Issues of incentives and accountability of the local governments will also be discussed.   In discussing these themes lessons of experience from other countries—developed and developing (particularly from the ECA Region)—will be shared.





Chair:  Tamar Manuelyan Atinc.


Speaker:  Debbie Wetzel, Lead Economist, Europe and Central Asia PREM Unit.
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