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Countries are paying immigrants to 

leave

ÅThe Czech Republic, Japan, Spain, and UK are 

paying immigrants to go back to their home 

countries. Other countries are considering it

ÅVoluntary-return programs: an unexpected 

repercussion of the international financial crisis in 

develop countries

ÅPrograms try to affect immigration outflow with 

economic incentives



How does it work?

Å In a nutshell: Gives economic incentives to 

immigrants to return to country of origin in exchange 

of giving up legal rights

Å In some cases, countries leave the door open for the 

immigrant to return when the economy improves, in 

others the immigrant can never return

ÅTargets mostly legal immigrants  



A Mismatch

ÅDriving force seems to be the economic/financial 

crisis in host countryé

é..but for immigrants pushing force seem to be 

situation in country of origin 

Å If prospects are better in host country there is no 

incentive to return

ÅFor many immigration is a long-term decision that is 

unlikely to be affected by a recession of limited 

duration



Spain in Disarray

ÅDramatic rise in immigrant population

Å In 1999:  664,650 immigrant residents in Spain

Å In 2009:  5,598,691

Å In only a decade the number of immigrants has 
increased by 8.42%

ÅThe immigrant population went from 1.7% to 12%

ÅThe real number is higher than the official number

Source: National Statistic Institute.



Heading the EU

Å In 2007, Spain became the country in the EU with the 

highest immigration rate: 10%

ÅFrance: 9.6% 

ÅGermany: 8.9% 

ÅUK:  8.1%

ÅMoroccans, Rumanians and Ecuadorians are the 

countries with more immigrants in Spain



Law trying to catch up with reality

ÅThe first law dealing with the immigration phenomenon 

dated from 1985 

Å In 2000 a new law was passed to cope with the growing 

immigration 

ÅBut three changes have already been done to the 2000 

law. The fourth change is currently been debated in the 

Parliament 

ÅReality changes faster than the law can adapt,  even if 

the law is in permanent change



The Official Numbers

Spanish population 46.6 millions

Foreigners 5.6 millions (12% ) 

Number of unemployed 3,564,889

Number of foreigners unemployed 485,043

Foreigners unemployed from non EU  329,674

Immigrant unemployment 27.10%

General unemployment 15.20%

Source: National Statistic Institute



Where are the Immigrants from?

Region Total Population of Immigrants % of Immigrants 
EU 2,266,808 40.5%

Latin America 1,765,064 31.5%

Africa 998,024 (710,401 Moroccans) 17.8%

Asia 292,961 5.2%

Rest of Europe 221,004 3.9%

USA and Canada 51,921 0.9%

Others 2,909 0.1%

Source: National Statistic Institute



Why Immigrants Suffer from Higher 

Unemployment?

ÅWork in sectors which have suffered the most from 

the crisis (eg. construction)

ÅTemporary contracts

ÅLack of networks 

ÅThe last ones to be hired

ÅOver-represented in jobs with low qualifications








