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• assemble highest quality data to answer questions
• answers may require single, multiple data forms

• Qual/quan disputes often stem from
• conflating methods and data
• mismatches between question, methods and data
• assumptions that different “standards” apply

• Integrating qual and quan approaches
• In parallel, in series
• Three contemporary examples
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• Qualitative
• Processes (‘How’)
• ‘Unobservables’
• Contexts, histories
• Quick turn-around
• Small, ‘dissimilar’ cases

• Qual/Quan ‘in series’
• Iterative exchange, dialogue

1 Context (qual)
2 Design survey (quan)
3 Pre-test survey (qual)
4 Implement survey (quan)
5 Data analysis (quan and qual)

• Missing/weak quan data
• Generating new data
• Building on existing data
• ‘Thinking quan, acting qual’
• Identifying valid instruments
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2 Poverty in Delhi slums
• ‘In Series’
• Qual: 4 migrant communities

• near, far, recent, long-term

• Quan: 800 randomly selected 
representative households

• From survival to mobility
• role of norms (sharing, status) 

and networks (kinship, politics)
• housing, employment transitions
• property rights

• Understanding ‘governance’
• managing collective action
• crucial role of service provision
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3 Poverty in St. Lucia

• ‘In Series’
• Country context…

• very small; old but usable census data
• goal: 12 poor communities for PPA

• Quan: use of census, map
• 459 potential ‘communities’
• use census to identify 200 poorest...
• ...and high/low access to water...
• ...and close to/far from main road 

• Qual: use local staff (20 people)
• 3-hour “selection meeting”
• 4 groups of 5 staff; select 4 communities...
• by employment variation, geographical 

proximity, exposure to hurricane
! RESULT: total buy-in from local staff
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Final thoughts
• Mixed methods are...

• Difficult 
• technically
• administratively (finding, coordinating staff)
• no “naturally supportive constituency” to provide

– funding
– moral support
– detailed professional critique

• Time consuming
• Enormously rewarding!

• more, better data -> better policy
• bridging disciplines, sectors
• development as “bio-technology” (multiple 

agents and agencies of expertise) not “math”
(lone genius) problem
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