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What is in the WTI?

• Comprehensive database of 300+ trade-related 
indicators of policy and performance

• Yearly data from 1995-2008 (thanks to ITC for 2005-08)
• Information on other trade databases and links

• Online Tool
• Country rankings (default and customized)
• Charts, tables, and maps (default and customized)
• Users can choose time periods and country groups

• 210 Country Trade-at-a-Glance (TAAG) tables
• 140 Country Briefs
• Overview Report
• WTI 2008 launched June 08, updated Jan 09
• WTI 2009 launch planned for early Oct. 09





WTI Indicators of 
Services Trade Performance

• Nominal and real growth rates for services trade 
(exports and/or imports)

• Services trade shares (of a country’s total trade; 
of world services trade)

• Breakdown by transport, tourism, and other 
(residual)



Real Growth of Services Exports and Imports I

Export Real Growth 2006-08: 

Top Performers
Import Real Growth 2006-08: 
Top Performers

Source: World Trade Indicators



Real Growth of Services Exports and Imports II

Export Real Growth  2006-08: 

Select Emerging Economies

Import Real Growth  2006-08: 
Select Emerging Economies
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WTI Indicators of 
Services Trade Liberalization

• World Bank-WBI: scoring countries’ services 
trade commitments

• U.S. ITC: scoring countries’ banking services trade 
commitments (just released for insurance)

• ITU: indicators of openness and competition

• World Bank-DEC: scoring actual services trade 
liberalization, based on actual policies and 
regulations in 7 sub-sectors and selected modes 
for 100 countries (forthcoming in WTI 2009)



ECA and High Income OECD countries have 
committed the most to open services 

sectors…..
Overall GATS Commitments Index, by regions (1-100, most liberal), 2006-08 (Latest)
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..and low income countries the least

Overall GATS Commitments Index, by regions (1-100, most liberal), 2006-08 (Latest)
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Extent of GATS commitments vary among countries: 
ECA, Hi-OECD stand out at top and SSA is at bottom 

(Source: WTI 2008)



Patterns of commitments 
to liberalize services trade

• Developing countries, and especially low-income 
countries, have made weakest commitments to 
liberalize services trade

• Weaker commitments by all income groups were 
made in health and social services and transport 
sectors than in others.

– high-income countries have also made weaker 
commitments in tourism

• Many countries allow high foreign participation in 
telecoms, with ECA countries fully open and most 
other regions being very open except EAP region


