
NEWS  5The Gisborne Herald • Saturday, May 6, 2006

s
u
p
p
o
r
t

H
EL

P
P

0
0

2

it’s your call.
0800 787 797. 10am to 10pm everyday.
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pit’s your call

If you want to use P that’s your call.

If you want to stop then call the alcoholdrughelpline on 0800 787 797.

P, pure, meth; whatever you like to call it, is the drug of the day. At 
the Helpline we have ten years’ experience of working with people 
concerned about their use of the drug of the day. It is our job to help 
you with your problem or to help you cope with the person who you 
think has a problem.

Our helpliners are trained to offer you information, insight and support 
on any subject relating to alcohol and other drugs. If you need urgent 
help, we will offer you immediate counselling solutions and we can also 
refer you to the people in your area that can be the most help to you.

A service of the Alcohol Drug Association New Zealand
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Palliative Care want to share this special occasion with you, friends, family and business colleagues

Gisborne
Palliative Care
Tickets _____________ $75 each
Tables of eight _______ $600 per table

• 3 course Xmas Dinner

• Full bar service available

Featuring live, wild and
entertaining music all the way from 
Christchurch… 

The Vague
As Love Machine

WENDY REEVES
HAWKE’S BAY REALTIES

BRAMWELLS

EVENS FUNERAL SERIVES

by Christine McCafferty

STRATEGIES for preserving minority languages were 
discussed when Waikirikiri School staff met with teachers 
from Europe who are working to develop the teaching of 
Romani language in schools.

Romani is the dialect of Roma — the largest ethnic 
minority group in Europe. Erika Adamova, a secondary 
school teacher from Slovakia, and Florin Nasture, who 
works for the Roma Education Fund in Budapest, were 

in Gisborne to attend the 
Democracy in the Pacific 
Conference held in Ruatoria.

The pair also took the 
opportunity while they were 
here to learn more about 
teaching Te Reo Maori and 
heard from Waikirikiri School 
staff about their development 
as a bilingual and total 
immersion school.

“We are sharing strategies 
on the retention of native 
languages and particularly 
drawing  on  the  Maor i 
experience,” Ms Adamova 
said.

“We have met with people who work in the Maori 
education field to find strategies that may be applicable 
with teaching the Romani language.”

She said New Zealand was far more developed in terms 
of preserving the Maori language compared with how 
European countries were with Romani.

“A lot has been achieved here. It seems Maori people 

have a lot of focus on retaining and teaching their language 
whereas Roma people are just starting to deal with this 
type of thing.”

Waikirikiri School principal Yolande Julies said they had 
looked at similarities and differences between Maori and 
Roma, shared experiences and made connections that both 
cultures could use to improve their language strategies.

“It is a good opportunity to network and share ideas 
about developing minority languages. Our visitors have 
been looking at how we as a school have implemented 

immersion and bilingual education and they are able to 
learn from our trials and errors.”

Mr Nasture said he learned plenty of ideas to take and 
present to his colleagues in Budapest, to create policies for
teaching Romani in schools.

Meanwhile, Waikirikiri School deputy principal Horiana
Kaaho will share her experience in bilingual teaching at a
Minority Languages Conference in Corsica in July.

Ms Kaaho hopes to bring back new skills that will help 
further develop Maori literacy in New Zealand.

A group of students from Waikirikiri School are pictured with, from left, deputy principal Horiana Kaaho, Erika Adamova, 
Florin Nasture and Waikirikiri principal Yolande Julies. Ms Adamova, from Slovakia, and Mr Nasture, from Budapest, met
with the staff to discuss strategies for teaching minority languages. Picture by Paul Rickard

Roma learning 
from Waikirikiri 
reo strategies

AN American woman visiting Palmerston North 
with her husband detoured to Gisborne for a few 
days in search of a local teacher she met with a 
group of Gisborne students in Rotorua in 2004.

But the search of Ann-Lousie Potochniki of 
Oklahoma proved fruitless as she remembers only 
the surname of her teaching acquaintance, a Mrs 
Ruru.

She had offered to help set up a penpal association 
for the Gisborne students with students from her 
own hometown school.

But in packing her things Mrs Potochniki lost  
Mrs Ruru’s details and she very much regretted 
letting her down. When the opportunity came to 
revisit Gisborne she went out of her way to find 
Mrs Ruru. But even the education authorities had 
no records.

“She may have retired from teaching and I can’t 
even remember the name of the school where she 
taught.”

She hopes Mrs Ruru will read this and contact 
her by email at: cleanwaterkarl@arkansas.net

’

It seems Maori 
people have a lot of 
focus on retaining 
and teaching their 
language whereas 
Roma people are 
just starting to deal 
with this type of 
thing

 — Erika Adamova

‘

NEW car sales in Gisborne 
continued to be well above the 
national average during April.

A total of 61 new cars were sold in 
Gisborne during April, which was a 
45 percent increase over April 2005.

Nationwide new car sales were 
down seven percent on the same 

month last year.
Gisborne’s above average car 

buying spree was not a flash in 
the pan. In the first four months of 
this year, 173 new cars were sold in 
Gisborne — 18 percent up on the
same period last year. The national
increase was only 4 percent.

New cars are racing out 
of Gisborne’s sale yards 

Oklahoma teacher looking for penpals


