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Distinguished Guest Speakers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Office of the National Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB), I would like to welcome you all to “the National Launching of Thailand Country Development Partnership for Infrastructure”, which is jointly organized by the World Bank and the NESDB.

First of all, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Dr. Panas Simasathien, the Chairman of the NESDB, and Mr. Ian C. Porter, the Country Director of the World Bank, for being with us today at the opening ceremony of Thailand Country Development Partnership for Infrastructure. I would like to extend a warm welcome to distinguished participants from international institutions, the government sectors, state enterprises, private sectors as well as academia who have demonstrated their support by participating in this important event.

The purpose of today’s meeting is to officially launch Thailand Country Development Partnership for Infrastructure" or “CDP-INFRA” in short, which is a knowledge-based partnership on analytical works and actions in key areas of Thailand infrastructure development agenda.

The CDP-INFRA is a partnership program between the Royal Thai Government and the World Bank aiming to help the country improve the national competitiveness and the well-being of the population, by supporting the development and implementation of infrastructure strategies, policies, and regulatory and institutional actions.

The CDP-INFRA partnership program will be undertaken by the Royal Thai Government with technical support from the World Bank. Thai government agencies participating in the CDP-INFRA program include the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of Energy, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, and the NESDB. The other partners are the National Telecommunications Commission, state enterprises and private sectors. International financial institutions such as Asia Development Bank and Japan Bank for International Cooperation also involve in this partnership program.

Key issues to be addressed today will consist of the following elements; first, infrastructure and logistics development strategy, second, renewable energy development and energy efficiency, third, transport development, fourth, capacity building of the regulatory agencies, and fifth, infrastructure financing.

Therefore, this event will be a valuable opportunity for all development partners under the CDP-INFRA program to present their ongoing collaborative activities, to share knowledge and information as well as to discuss among stakeholders on priorities and the way forward for infrastructure development in Thailand.

I would like to thank all the distinguished speakers and panelists for making efforts to come this far and for your contribution to this event. I am confident that today’s meeting will be a very good starting point for our cooperation and will be very fruitful.

Ladies and Gentlemen
Now, I would like to introduce Mr. Ian C. Porter, our co-host, to give a welcome remark from the perspective of the World Bank.

Thank you very much.


