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Dr. Panas Simasathien,
Dr. Ampon Kittiampon,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen.
On behalf of the World Bank, it is my great pleasure to welcome you all today to the launch of our Country Development Partnership for Infrastructure. This is the Seventh CDP we have developed with the Thai Government since 2000; and we are most grateful for the close collaboration that we have had with NESDB and other government agencies in the development of this partnership.
Like previous CDPs, this is an initiative led by the Thai government; and we at the World Bank are pleased to play an active support role.
Each component of this CDP is designed to assist Thailand to enhance the quality and sustainability of the nation’s infrastructure sector development, which we are confident will contribute to the improvement of national competitiveness, to economic growth, and to the well being of the Thai people. This CDP clearly defines the areas of World Bank support to the Government in order to develop and implement a national infrastructure strategy.  
We hope that our support over the next three years will help the Government in its efforts to examine each infrastructure sector’s performance, identify emerging challenges, and adopt appropriate infrastructure policies as well as specific logistics strategies.
Through our advisory role and through knowledge sharing, we will support the Government to differentiate its role in the provision of infrastructure services and management from that of the private sector. In doing so, we hope to improve the participation of the private sector in infrastructure development, and thus to reduce the financial burden on the public sector. 

We will also provide technical support to strengthen existing institutional and regulatory capacities.  We hope to help ensure that good infrastructure projects are implemented efficiently, and in a timely manner. In addition, the World Bank Group is ready to support the Government in the selection and implementation of investment programs best suited to growth of the infrastructure sector.  
Given the subsequent presentations and discussions you will hear, I will not now detail the precise plans for achieving each of these objectives. However, to underline the importance of this initiative, I would like to call to your attention the vital role economic infrastructure has played in Thailand’s robust growth over the past two decades. 
Compared with each of its neighbors, Thailand’s systems of electricity supply, intercity transport, sea-freight shipment, urban water supply, and telecommunication services are modern and efficient. In recent years, Thailand’s air transport has also reached a world-class standard. Each of these factors has made a significant contribution to Thailand’s recent economic expansion.   
However, in many areas of infrastructure development including urban transport in large cities, logistics and energy costs, water supply in rural areas, and waste water treatment nation-wide improvements need to be made. 
Weaknesses in these areas, together with the oil price increases seen in recent years, have presented new challenges to Thailand. Issues of energy reliance, energy security, capacity shortages, and infrastructure bottlenecks have also placed real constraints on economic growth. 
High logistics costs, heavy traffic congestion in Bangkok, high energy intensity, and energy import reliance - if continued, would certainly reduce Thailand’s regional and international competitiveness. If these concerns are not addressed properly, they could very well weaken the foundation for Thailand’s long-term growth and undermine the sustainability of the nation’s solid economic gains.
Understanding these challenges, the Thai Government has taken many important steps.
For example, the Energy Policy and Planning Office, has recently prepared an energy strategy to improve competitiveness and set targets for renewable energy development.  Other line agencies are also working on investment programs to address issues of energy demand. 
The 10th Five-Year Plan by the NESDB placed a strong emphasis on infrastructure, logistics, and cluster development in sustainable ways. And, just a couple of years ago, the Government established the NTC as the first independent regulatory agency for Thailand’s infrastructure sector. Under NTC supervision and regulation, we have already seen improvements in market competition, access expansion, and in cost reduction.  

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The CDP-INFRA we launch today underlines the World Bank’s continued commitment to partnership with Thailand under the CDP umbrella. We hope and intend that, by setting out this specific framework for World Bank support, we can be an effective partner in Thailand’s infrastructure development.
In conclusion, let me again welcome all of you to the launching of this new partnership; and we look forward to working closely with NESDB and other national and international partner on its successful implementation.
Thank you.
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