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Mr. Ian C. Porter, Country Director of the World Bank,

Dr. Ampon Kittiampon, Secretary-General of NESDB,

Executives from the NESDB,

Distinguished Speakers and Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great honor to be invited to address an opening remark at this event on “the National Launching of Thailand Country Development Partnership for Infrastructure”.

On behalf of the NESDB, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the World Bank for co-hosting this event. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank representatives from the World Bank, the NESDB, Office of Transport and Traffic Policy and Planning, the Energy Policy and Planning Office, the Public Debt Management Office, and the National Telecommunications Commission, for being with us today as distinguished speakers and panelists.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we all realize, infrastructure is a major supporting factor in a country’s development. For instance, the efficient provision of appropriate infrastructure will enhance overall economic growth, help reduce poverty and improve the quality of life. In the past decades, we have been working closely together to formulate a comprehensive strategy on infrastructure projects such as transportation, energy, telecommunications and public utilities to serve as physical infrastructure for future development.

However, in recent years, the focus of infrastructure development has been altered due to global changes. The first change is globalization that leads to integration of various regional grouping. The second is the leaping of technological changes that now we could see the convergence of bio and electronic technologies. The third is social change as population moving toward aging society. The fourth is the free flows of migrants and labor. And finally, the changes in natural resources and world environment indicate severe deterioration. All these changes introduce greater challenge for Thailand. 

In response to these changes, the tenth National Economic and Social Development Plan for the years 2007-2011, which is being used as a development framework for the country, integrates the principle of the “Sufficiency Economy” as a guideline for both conceptual framework and action plans. This plan will focus on “human” as a center of development effort. In addition to the “Sufficiency Economy”, the plan will emphasize two other main elements, which are sustainable development and long-term vision in order to cope with changes in management. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At this point, there is a greater demand for formulating a well-balanced infrastructure development strategy that links economic, social, and environmental dimensions together. This is such that the policy must be created to support the competitiveness of the country while improving the well being of its people and sustaining natural resources and environment

Furthermore, we need to address two of the most key issues: the energy crisis and the rise of logistics costs. Regarding energy crisis, from past experience, we need to explore technological and policy options for the development of more energy efficiency and focus on renewable energy in order to ensure long term energy security and sustainability.

This event is also a good opportunity to address on key emerging environmental issues such as carbon finance, the application of Clean Development Mechanism or “CDM” in Thailand and the findings of appropriate clean energy technologies for the country.  

In terms of logistics costs, we foresee that it is threatening to reduce our competitiveness in both the domestic and the international arena. Thus, the necessity of issuing a long-term logistics strategy is a ‘must’ in order to stay in the global arena.

To conclude, the launching of CDP-INFRA framework is an indication of our partnership success, which prepares us to deal with these changes and eventually results in sustainable economic growth and social development. 

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge staffs from the World Bank and NESDB for organizing this valuable event and to wish all participants the best of success in your deliberations. I look forward to a productive meeting and a rewarding day.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I now have the great pleasure to declare the official opening of a workshop on “the National Launching of Thailand Country Development Partnership for Infrastructure”.

Thank you very much.


