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Honorable Delegates, Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

A pleasant good morning …
A warm welcome to you all to the Workshop on Clean Technology Fund (CTF) and the Role of the Private Sector organized by the Ministry of Energy and the World Bank. 
On behalf of the Ministry of Energy, I would like to thank for your participation in this Workshop.  And thanks to the World Bank for funding this event.

In fact, we are looking at our closer collaboration activities between the Ministry and the World Bank.  And as you all know, we would like you to look into a strategy and outline for the Clean Technology Fund Investment Plan that may be in line with the Government’s Strategies in Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency, especially, the 15-year Action Plan on Renewable Energy Promotion which is currently a National Agenda.

Therefore, the objective of today’s workshop is to explore the role of the private sector in renewable energy and energy efficiency investment, and possible participation in the Clean Technology Fund Program.
Early this week, we have received the visit from the World Bank, the International Financial Corporation (IFC), the Asian Development bank (ADB) and its associated organizations, a scoping mission on CTF Investment Planning with the objectives to elaborate on the CTF opportunities and investment which will look into a strategy and outline for CTF investment plan that may be in line with Thailand’s strategies in renewable energy and energy efficiency promotion, as well as strategy on climate change management and other CO2 reduction projects in every energy sector, in order to identify the possible priority projects to be included in the Investment Plan for CTF financing.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are gathering here today to share experience and exchange information with the World Bank and its associated agencies where the Government’s engagement with the private sector is evolving.   And this is why I think we can learn a great deal from the World Bank during this Workshop.

I do appreciate that the World Bank has seen to it how important the 15-year RE plan is, with its clear directions on how our RE can be developed.  In ASEAN, I would say that our 15-year RE Plan is at the forefront and ready to move forward. Therefore, your financial support to this plan will start the ball rolling in a concrete manner.

The Workshop today will open up opportunities for all of us to expand engagements with the World Bank Groups, and consequently through this, I believe, the confidence and support will be enhanced.

With that, I do believe that the role of the private sector in renewable energy and energy efficiency investment will also boost up the success of the 15-year RE Plan through possible participation in the Clean Technology Fund. And I welcome our commercial Bank to fully support this World Bank Program. 
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to thank the World Bank Mission Team for your continued cooperation and assistance, and to all distinguished participants, I am confident that, with our cooperative efforts, our shared goals of using more environmentally-friendly and clean technologies in energy future will be fully achieved.

I wish the Workshop every success!

Thank you very much. 
===================================
1
1

