


Q&A with Luis Benveniste, World
Bank Country Sector Coordinator,
Human Development Unit, East
Asia and Pacific Region

Q: How long were you and your team working on
the CDP-H?

A: We started to work on the development of
CDP-H in April 2006 when Fadia Saadah, the HNP
Sector Manager, met with Dr. Suwit from MOPH.

Q: How do you feel now (after the CDP has been
signed)?

A: We are excited to move from project preparation
into project implementation and begin to work
towards realizing the goals and objectives laid out
in our partnership agreement.

Q: What is the first step toward implementing the
CDP-H?

A: We will host a workshop on international lessons
learned about health financing at the end of this
month.

Q: How do you think an ordinary Thai will benefit
from this partnership program?

A: CDP-H will lay down important analytical foun-
dations that could potentially improve the
efficiency, quality and outreach of health service
delivery.

Q: What else is the Human Development Unit
working on in Thailand?

A: We have a comprehensive program covering
health, education and social protection issues. Our
next big milestone will be the launch of our Social
Monitor on Youth.

Q: What’s your favorite Thai word?
A: Sawasdee ...

Recent Events

February 7. “The
Potential Benefit of a
WTO Round: Find-
ings from Recent
Research” seminar at
the World Bank Office,
Bangkok. The semi-
nar, chaired by Dr.
William J. Martin,
Lead Economist, the
World Bank Trade
Research Team, focused on the potential gains from
liberalization for both developed and developing
countries, what might a Doha Agreement look like?,
and key issues as well as challenges in agriculture.
Almost 70 participants from Government agencies
and departments, foreign missions in Thailand, the
academia, and research institutes participated in this
event.

January 29: “Towards a Knowledge Economy in
Thailand” - a seminar co-organized by the National
Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB)
and the World Bank, at the Grand Hyatt Erawan
Hotel. The seminar aimed to share experience on
building a knowledge-based Economy in light of
changing regional and global trends. Keynote
speakers and panel discussants during this seminar
included Dr. Shahid Yusuf, a World Bank
Economic Adviser, and the team leader of the
World Bank-Japan study on East Asia’s urban
economies, Dr. Chang Wan Jan, Senior Researcher
Fellow, Korea Research Institute for Vocational
Education & Training, Dr. Sakarindr Bhumiratana,
the President of NSTDA, Assof. Prof. Apinetr
Unakul, a lecturer from KMIT Lardkrabang, and
Dr. Somchai Jitsuchon, the Research Director from
TDRI. About 150 participants from government
agencies, international organizations and civil
society organizations, including the news media,
attended the seminar.
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