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T-LAC Helps Protect Rights of Tsunami Victims in Thailand

T-LAC staff members and volunteers giving legal advice to tsunami victims in Phang-Nga

KRABI, September 2007 - What would
you do if the worst natural disaster in
memory has killed dozens of your relatives,
destroyed your house, and ruined your
parents’ livelihood?

Many people would be crushed. Laddawan
“Fada” Jundang got right back up and
began to look for ways to help people even
worse off.

The December 2004 tsunami wrecked
havoc on Fada’s life, as it did to several
thousands of other victims in Thailand.
Fada began with the simple act of joining
hundreds of volunteers to clear the beach
of Phi Phi Island near her now-destroyed
house. Then she joined the “Hi Phi Phi!”
volunteer group that provided short-term
humanitarian relief to the victims and
looked after the “tsunami orphans.” But
when she discovered T-LAC, she spotted
a long-term opportunity to make a real
difference.

“I'm really happy to be working with
T-LAC,” Fada said with a smile that
brightened a grey monsoon season day.

“There were a lot of unmarried couples
with children in tsunami-hit areas.

If one of the pair died in the tsunami,
the other couldn’t become the child’s
custodian because legally he or she
wasn’t the child’s parent. Many needed
help resolving land disputes or simply
bling for government restitution.o
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“I'm happy to help other people. | have
been through the same thing they have
been through. | know how they feel just
looking at their faces.”

T-LAC stands for the Tsunami Rights
and Legal Aid Referral Center, which -
you guessed it — works to protect the legal
rights of those affected by the tsunami. It
is part of the tsunami recovery program,
supported by the $5 million grants from
the Japan Social Development Fund
(JSDF).
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The grants are administered by the World
Bank ofpce in Bangkok, which monitors
the overall progress of the JSDF program,
including how the money is spent.
The program on legal services for tsunami
survivors receives $1.82 million in funding
from the JSDF grants. It is implemented
by The Asia Foundation in Thailand,
which has begun providing legal support
to tsunami-affected individuals since the
early stage.

The Asia Foundation uses the JSDF fund
to support the operating costs of T-LAC
and pay for a wide range of free legal
services in four tsunami-affected provinces
- Krabi, Phang-Nga, Ranong and Satun.
These include workshops and frequent
peld trips to remote islands and villages
to explain basic legal rights to tsunami
survivors. T-LAC also pays for everything
relating to the cost of legal proceedings,
including the lawyer’s fees, the cost of DNA
testing, welfare assistance during the trial,
case referral, and transportation, among
others.

The tsunami and its aftermath has raised
awide range of legal issues, big and small.
For example, there were a lot of unmarried
couples with children in tsunami-hit
areas. If one of the pair died in the
tsunami, the other couldn’t become the
child’s custodian because legally he or she
wasn’'t the child’'s parent. Many needed
help resolving land disputes or simply
pling for government restitution.
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“Not many tsunami survivors truly
understood the whole legal aspect of being
a survivor of a natural disaster,” said
Ampika Saibouyai, a staff member of
T-LAC. “A lot of them just thought that
you don’t go to court unless you sue
someone else or get sued.”

They can hardly be blamed. Many of the
tsunami victims are psher folk or low-
income islanders who had rarely had any
contact with government prior to the
disaster. Some of them were without birth
certipcates or marriage registrations, as
Ampika has pointed out. Many of the
survivors are also children and women,
the more vulnerable groups of the
population in many societies.

Fada Jundang, a tsunami survivor who now helps other
tsunami survivors to protect their rights

To make the survivors aware of their rights
as well as the necessary legal process to
resolve tsunami issues, T-LAC has
organized workshops on introduction to
basic legal rights in Krabi, Phang-Nga,
Ranong and Satun. It also sent a team of
lawyers to provide legal counsel inside the
affected communities.

Since March 2006, T-LAC has counseled
a total of 5,275 people who have been
affected by the tsunami in various ways.
It has accepted 1,029 cases covering a
wide range of issues for further legal
assistance, such as declaring someone
dead or missing, appointing the custodian
of a child orphaned by the tsunami,
prosecuting a child’s rights violator, and
claiming ownership of property. T-LAC
has helped the victims to receive pnancial
assistance or compensation to which they
are entitled, as promised by the
Government.
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