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Trade has been a main engine of 

growth in Asia-Pacific
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Comparison of trade growth and GDP growth 2000-2007

Sources: WTO, 2008



High Trade Dependence of ESCAP 

member countries

Trade to GDP ratio in Asia compared to EU and US, 2005-2007

Central Asia
East and Southeast 

Asia
South Asia Developed economies

Country Ratio Country Ratio Country Ratio Country Ratio

Azerbaijan 105 China 71.3 Bangladesh 45 EU (27) 26.4

Kazakhstan 93.3 Mongolia 127.1 Bhutan 97.3 US 27.2

Kyrgyzstan 126
Korea (Rep. 

of)
85.7 India 44.7

Tajikistan 139 Brunei 96.9 Maldives 184.2

Uzbekistan 65.1 Cambodia 139.2 Nepal 46.9

Indonesia 60.4 Pakistan 41.6

Lao 73.5 Sri Lanka 70.7

Malaysia 209.6

Philippines 92.3

Singapore 443.7

Thailand 143.9

Vietnam 156

Sources: WTO, 2008


