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ARTNeT: An open network 
of national - level research 
institutions
interested in trade
and investment policy
and facilitation issues

Objective: to build 
national /regional trade
research capacityé 
to provide trade policy makers
with the ñhomegrownò  quality analysis they need

UNESCAP

WTO,
UNCTAD é

Bilateral 
Donors

IDRC, Canada

Current geographic coverage: East, South, Southeast Asia and the Pacific
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Overview of ARTNeT Activities

Policy makers in the UNESCAP region able to make (more) 
informed decisions on trade issues

Increased quantity, quality, relevance and dissemination of 
trade - related research for policy makers

ÅTeam -based 
research
ÅTrade issues of 
interest to the region
ÅShort - term and 
long - term research

ÅConsultative 
meetings of 
Researchers and 
Policy makers
ÅARTNET website
ÅPolicy Briefs, WPs

ÅVisiting fellowships 
for LDC researchers
ÅTechnical Workshop 
on Trade Research for 
LDC
ÅTechnical Advisors



ARTNeT in 2009
Å5 years old network

Å20 member research institutions in 15 countries

Å4 core partners (IDRC, WTO, UNCTAD and UNDP)

ÅWorking Papers & Policy Brief series ( 70 +)

ïmany of which published in UN publications and used in 
training programmes for government officials and 
negotiators (e.g., in WTO Regional Trade Policy Course)

ÅARTNeT website (online database of 1800 + trade and 
investment related publications) ï
www.artnetontrade.org

ÅARTNeT - linked projects, including ARTNeT GMS

http://www.artnetontrade.org/


ARTNeT Phase II (On-going, 2008-2010)

Research Programme Overview

ÅThree main regional research themes:

ïTrade, investment and domestic policy coherence 

for inclusive growth

ïTrade facilitation and trade in related services

Å2008/9: Development impact of IT-related TF measures

ïRegional integration

Å2008/9: Regional integration and production networks

ÅDeveloped in consultation with members and 

government focal points

ïUpdated during annual Multi-stakeholder Steering 

Committee meeting



ICT and Trade Facilitation
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* Global Competitiveness Report (perception survey data), 2008



ICT and Trade Facilitation

ÅMost recent trade facilitation related 

recommendations and agreements involve ICT

ïRevised Kyoto Convention

ÅChap. 7 ñApplication of ITò

ïWTO Trade Facilitation Negotiation

ÅUse of ICT for data storage and dissemination

ÅAutomation of customs and trade procedures

ïRecent UN/CEFACT recommendations

ÅMany customs modernization programs rely on 

ICT to meet their goals



ICT and Trade Facilitation

ÅSpeed up the movement of good

ÅReduce regulatory compliance costs

ÅFacilitate risk management and improve 

security

ÅIncrease transparency

ÅHelp safeguard integrity (WCO Arusha Declaration, 

principle 4)

Many potential and real benefits, e.g.




