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The Two Faces of Trade in Asia-Pacific

Change in Share of World Exports in Asia and the Pacific (%)
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Source: ADB based on IMF DoTS, Dec. 08



Aid for Trade*

ÅTrade policy and regulations: Aid to facilitate 
participation in multilateral negotiations, implementation 
of trade agreements, and mainstream trade policy, 
including standards, customs regime, tariff,  and 
regulatory reform

ÅTrade Development: Business development activities 
aimed at improving business climate, access to trade 
finance, and trade promotion

ÅEconomic infrastructure: improvement of transport, 
storage, communication and energy infrastructure

* Breakdown according to WTO/OECD TCBDB



Aid for Trade Policy and Regulations, Asia, 2001-3 vs. 2004-6

$  0 $  50,000 $  100,000 $  150,000 $  200,000 $  250,000

Trade mainstreaming in PRSPs/development plans

Technical barriers to trade (TBT)

Sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS)

Trade facilitation procedures

Customs valuation

Tariff reforms

Regional trade agreements (RTAs)

Accession

Dispute settlement

Trade-related intellectual property rights (TRIPS)

Agriculture

Services

Tariff negotiations - non-agricultural market access

Rules

Training in trade negotiation techniques

Trade and environment

Trade and competition

Trade and investment

Transparency and government procurement

Trade education/training

(Constant 2005 US$ Thousands)
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Source: Calculated by ESCAP, based on 

OECD-WTO AfT database, tcbdb.wto.org

Aid for trade facilitation 

(narrow definition)

has grown fastest, but 

a comprehensive 

approach to Aid for 

Trade needed



ESCAP experience with Aid for 
Trade - focus on ñAid for 
Trade as growth-enhancing 
policiesò
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ESCAP and Aid for Trade
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Capacity to design, negotiate 

and implement trade rules 

and policies, including trade 

agreements,  in synch with 

development strategies

Analysis and analytical capacity building

For promotion of trade, investment, and 

strengthening trade-support institutions

Making business sector more competitive and 

promoting sound banking and financial support


