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Highway community health project ‑ India

In the states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu in South India, STI/HIV/AIDS is particularly prevalent among truck drivers, commercial sex workers, and women in villages adjacent to highway truck stops. In partnership with the Indian Institute of Community Health (IICH), IFH worked with these groups from 1995 onwards. Mobile clinics provide STI diagnosis and treatment and family planning services; outreach centres at truck stops provide user-friendly information and encouraged safe sexual practices, and more general health services were offered to women in villages adjacent to the outreach centres. The services reached more than 50,000 truck drivers and 5,000 women every year.

An external evaluation of the whole project, spanning from 1995-2001, took place in November 2001. Here are just some of the things that were said about the project:

The project has established models for site selection along the highways and has been a pioneer in many respects.? 

The project has increased awareness levels among the beneficiaries, and has caused them to be motivated to change their behaviour. The coverage achieved for both condoms and communication has been impressive while the coverage for STIs has shown an increase after the introduction of the mobile clinic.?
To find out more about the project, please contact R.Gunasekaran, Director at the HARDA Foundation for further information.
harda@touchtelindia.net 
