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The Social Development Civil Society Fund - 2010
World Bank
Guidelines for Public Organizations

About the Program

The Social Development Civil Society Fund (former Small Grants Program) was created in 1983 to provide the World Bank with a means to promote dialogue and disseminate information about international development through open discussions outside the frames of its own operations. Grants are given to nongovernmental civil organizations through World Bank Country Offices participating in the Program.

In order to increase the participation of civil society in poverty reduction, the SCF Program has set a new focus on dialogue promotion and information dissemination, as well as on the increase of partnership with key participants of the social and economic development process.

The most significant elements in the activation of civil society are:

· information access;

· possibilities of collaboration with organizations working in other fields of specialization;

· capability to influence the events taking place on the public arena;

· possibility to participate in the discussions of decisions made by the local and national authorities;

· presence of local and national institutions deserving trust;

· existence of political and legal instruments which regulate the work of civil society;

The topic for the 2010 Program is creating conditions in the country for upbringing healthy and harmoniously developed generation, and realization of the young people’s creative and intellectual potential.
Before you apply…

The Program can support only a small number of proposals sent. Many projects are declined not because they are not worthy of financing, but because they either do not comply with the current goals of the program, or do not fully pass the criteria of selection.  Grant competition is high, and due to the limited budget, the Program can not support all those numerous useful undertakings proposed in the applications.

Before applying (the form is available in the World Bank office or on www.worldbank.org.uz site; permanent Program address – http://go.worldbank.org/5KPPE6HL70 ), please carefully read these guidelines to determine whether your project complies with the provided criteria.  Consultations for the Program are conducted on Thursdays in the World Bank Country Office in Tashkent. You can also consult by the e-mail itsoy@worldbank.org. 

Who can apply?

Any public organization working in Uzbekistan and dealing with problems of development can apply for a grant. Nonetheless, the priority in the frames of the Program is given to Non-profit, Non-governmental and Non-academic organizations.  Applicants must have the reputation of reliable, financially-stable and respected organizations.  Priority will also be given to organizations not supported by the Program in previous years (organizations are not eligible for more than three grants within a five-year period).

What kinds of activities are supported by the Program?

The Program supports the activities related to the participation of social sector in the activation of vulnerable and isolated society groups. Such activities must:

· promote dialogue and information dissemination;

· strengthen the cooperation of society with main partners in support of development processes. State authorities, public organizations, multilateral and bilateral agencies, funds, private sector representatives can act as those partners. 

Public participation is a process by means of which public organizations become actively involved into interaction and cooperation with state and other subjects of development process with the purpose of solving problems of public importance. 

These activities may include seminars and conferences, preparation of special, audio-visual materials and arrangement of other creative activities to build mechanisms of information and knowledge dissemination, the funding of which for small organizations, as a rule is difficult from their basic programs budget.  The activity funded by the Program must be completed within one year starting from the day the grant was awarded.

What kinds of activities are not supported by the Program?

The Program does not fund

· Research programs;

· Formal academic training programs;

· Current projects already in progress;

· Ongoing institutional core support (such as equipment unrelated to the activity);

· Scholarships, fellowships, study programs;

· Individuals applying on their own behalf, or non-registered entities.
In their character, the proposed activities should not be part of the World Bank programs in Uzbekistan.
What Size of Grants are Awarded?

The sum of an individual grant in Uzbekistan does not exceed $7000 in national currency equivalent.  The Program rarely funds more than half of the proposed budget for an activity, and therefore prefers that its grants help leverage additional contributions from other sources.  Applicant organizations are asked to describe how a grant from the World Bank might help them to raise funds from other donors.

How are the applications evaluated?

Before evaluation all the applications go through screening process by the selection committee for the purpose of the program criteria compliance.
Program Criteria:

· Grant competitor must be a legally registered non-governmental, non-profit organization or a public association;

· Application must be submitted before the deadline;

· Project promotes dialogue and information dissemination;

· Project strengthens the cooperation of society with main partners towards development processes; 

· Funding is requested for a particular activity which must be completed within one year starting from the day the grant was awarded.
The applications which comply with criteria are then further considered and evaluated by the Committee consisting of the World bank staff and other donor and public organizations.  In awarding the grant the Committee emphasizes the following factors.
· Strategic value and importance of the proposed activity in civil society activation;

· Urgency of the project and support from the community;
· Technical feasibility of the project (adequacy of the funds to the goals set, technical capability of the applicant for successful project completion)
· Innovative approach of the proposed activity

· Balance of the given grants in terms of geographic span, target group coverage and themes. 

How to apply?

Program administration is handled through the World Bank Country Offices.  Please, do not send your applications and proposal to the World Bank Headquarters, as the program is decentralized and the decision about the competition result is made by the Country Office in each country independently.
The applications, properly filled out and containing all relevant information are submitted to the World Bank Country Office after the program is announced, preferably before the activity, for which the funds are requested starts.  Before applying, applicant-organizations should carefully read the terms of the program and evaluation and selection criteria.
The application deadline for 2010 in Uzbekistan is March 15, 2010.  It may take from 1 to 3 months to consider the applications.  Therefore applicants are requested to refrain from personal visits and phone calls until the official results are announced. 

Applications should be sent to Irina Tsoy.
to the following address: 100084 Tashkent, Amir Timur street, 107B, International Business Center, 15th floor, right side, World Bank Country Office in Uzbekistan (if applications are sent by mail, the stamp on the envelope confirms the submission date);
by fax: (998-71) 238-59-51-52 (indicate the number of pages); or by e-mail: itsoy@worldbank.org (date when the Coordinator receives the e-mail is the confirmation for the submission date).
Make sure you check whether your application has been received if you sent it by post, fax or e-mail.
Additional resources:

You can read the information about the additional resources for public organizations and NGO’s on the web-site: www.worldbank.org/civilsociety. 

