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“Investing in young people strongly contributes to the 
Bank's overarching mission of fighting poverty. At the 
same time, investing in young people is a challenge for 
governments in all countries, rich and poor. It is my hope 
that this Report contributes to addressing this challenge 
by sharing the experiences of countries where young 
people, supported by good policies and institutions, have 
been able not only to cope but to flourishand in the 
process, contribute to a future of hope and opportunity 
for all generations”.

These words by Paul Wolfowitz, the President of the 
World Bank, have become an epigraph to the 
presentation of the World Development Report 2007 to 
Uzbek students. The presentation was held in the 
Tashkent State Institute of Oriental Studies which trains 
specialists in Oriental philology, International economic 
relations and History of oriental countries. 

About 50 students of the department for International 
economic relations participated in the event. Matluba 
Mukhamedova, communications specialist of the World 
Bank country office, presented the audience the main 
findings of the Report. 

The topic of the presentation was interesting for the 
participants as the theme of The World Development 
Report 2007 is youth - young people between the ages of 
12 to 24. As this population group seeks identity and 
independence, they make decisions that affect not only 
their own well-being, but that of others, and they do this 
in a rapidly changing demographic and socio-economic 
environment. 

Are education systems preparing young people to cope 
with the demands of changing economies? What kind of 
support do they get as they enter the labor market? Can 
they move freely to where the jobs are? What can be 
done to help them avoid serious consequences of risky 
behavior, such as death from HIV-AIDS and drug abuse? 
Can their creative energy be directed productively to 
support development thinking? These and many more 
questions posed in the Report are vital for every young 
person and give food for thought.

The presentation was followed by a questions/answers 
session. The students were interested not only on the 
WDR topic, but also on the World Bank as an institution 
and its activities in Uzbekistan.  All participants 
obtained a copy of the WDR Overview in Russian. 

In its efforts to 
expand outreach and 
raise World Bank 
awareness in the 
r e g i o n s  o f  
Uzbekistan, World 
B a n k ' s  P u b l i c  
Information Center 
(PIC) continues a 

series of presentations outside the capital city. On April 
24, 2007 the presentation was held in the city of Gulistan, 
Syrdarya region of Uzbekistan. 

D u r i n g  m a k h a l l a  
(community) discussions 
on project results the 
Bank staff was once again 
convinced that wide 
public knows very little 
about the World Bank and 
i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Communications action plan included to arrange a series 
of presentations in the regions for different audiences: 
research and academia, NGOs, youth and media.

The presentation was arranged by a 
youth NGO in Gulistan. The 
participants of the presentation 
included about 100 students of the 
Gulistan Medical College, college 
teaching staff, library and resource 
center staff, and representatives of 
several youth NGOs. 

M a t l u b a  M u k h a m e d o v a ,  
communica

tions specialist of the World 
Bank country office, told the 
audience about the World 
Bank, its establishment, 
organization and activities. 
The students showed a keen 
interest to the activities of the 
Bank in Uzbekistan, the Bank's portfolio and the way it is 
implemented.

Availing the opportunity of such a big gathering of young 
people, the lecturer presented main findings of the Bank's 

latest flagship publication World Development Report 
2007 “Development and the Next Generation”. The 
presentation was met with great interest and was 
followed by questions/answers session. The young 
people expressed willingness to partner with PIC and 
host presentations of other Bank publications and 
arrange joint discussions on various development 
topics.


