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Table 1: The Vietnam Development Goals* 
 

Vietnam Development Goals directly based on the MDGs 
Goal 1: Reduce the percentage of poor and hungry households 
Target 1: Reduce by 40% the proportion of people living below the international poverty line between 2001 and 2010  
Target 2: Reduce by 75% the number of people living under the international food poverty line by 2010 
Goal 2: Universalize education and improve education quality 
Target 1: Increase net enrolment in primary school  to 97% by 2005 and to 99% by 2010 
Target 2: Increase net enrolment rate in junior secondary school to 80% by 2005 and 90% by 2010 
Target 3: Eliminate the gender gap in primary and secondary education by 2005, and the gap with ethnic minorities by      

2010 
Target 4: Increase literacy to 95% of under-40-year-old women by 2005 and 100% by 2010 
Target 5: By 2010 have improved the quality of education and increase full-day schooling at primary level (target 

depends on funding) 
Goal 3: Ensure gender equality and women empowerment 
Target 1: Increase the number of women in elective bodies at all levels 
Target 2: Increase the participation of women in agencies and sectors [includes ministries, central agencies and 

enterprises] at all levels by 3-5% in the next 10 years 
Target 3: Ensure that the names of both husband and wife appears on the land-use right certificates by 2005 
Target 4: Reduce the vulnerability of women to domestic violence 
Goal 4: Reduce child mortality, child malnutrition and reduce the birth rate 
Target 1: Reduce the infant mortality rate to 30 per 1000 live births by 2005 and 25 by 2010 and at a more rapid rate in 

disadvantaged regions (see below) 
Target 2: Reduce the under-5 mortality rate to 36 per 1000 live births by 2005 and 32 by 2010  
Target 3: Reduce under five malnutrition to 25% by 2005 and 20% by 2010 
Goal 5:  Improve maternal health 
Target 1: Reduce the maternal mortality rate to 80 per 100,000 live births by 2005 and 70 by 2010 with particular 

attention to disadvantaged areas 
Goal 6:  Reduce HIV/AIDS infection and eradicate other major diseases 
Target 1: Slow the increase in the spread of HIV/AIDs by 2005 and halve the rate of increase by 2010 
Goal 7:  Ensure environmental sustainability 
Target 1: Extend forest cover to 43% by 2010 (from 33% in 1999) 
Target 2: Ensure that 60% of the rural population has access to clean and safe water by 2005 and 85% by 2010. This 

should be the case for 80% of urban people by 2005.    
Target 3: Ensure there are no slums and temporary houses in all towns and cities by 2010 
Target 4: Ensure that all waste-water in towns and cities is treated by 2010 
Target 5: Ensure that all solid waste is collected and disposed of safely in all towns and cities by 2010 
Target 6: Air and water pollution must attain national standards by 2005 

Vietnam Development Goals and Targets not directly based on MDGs 
Goal 8: Reducing vulnerability 
Target 1: By 2005, increase the average income of the lowest expenditure quintile to 140% of that in 2000 and to 190% 

of that by 2010 
Target 2: Reduce by half the rate of poor people falling back into poverty due to natural disasters and other risks by 2010 
Goal 9: Improving governance for poverty reduction 
Target 1: Effectively implement grass-roots democracy 
Target 2: Ensure budget transparency 
Target 3: Implement legal reform agenda 
Goal 10: Reducing ethnic inequality 
Target 1: Preserve and develop the reading and writing ability of ethnic languages 
Target 2: Ensure entitlement of individual and collective land-use rights in ethnic minority and mountainous areas 
Target 3: Increase the proportion of ethnic minority people in authority bodies at various levels 
Goal 11: Ensuring pro-poor infrastructure development 
Target 1: Provide basic infrastructure to 80% of poor communes by 2005 and 100% by 2010 
Target 2: Expand the national transmission grid to 900 poor commune centers by 2005 

* Note:  This is a summary of a fuller set of VDGs outlined in the CPRGS. The VDG papers have more targets and indicators. 
Source:  SRV (2002). 
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 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
  

Goals and Targets Indicators 
Goal 1: Eradicate poverty and hunger 
Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion 

of people whose income is less than one dollar 
a day 

1. Proportion of population below $1 per day 
2. Poverty gap ratio [incidence x depth of poverty] 
3. Share of poorest quintile in national consumption 

Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion 
of people who suffer from hunger 

4. Prevalence of underweight children (under-five years of age) 
5. Proportion of population below minimum level of dietary energy 

consumption 

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education 
Target 3: Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, 

boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a 
full course of primary schooling 

6. Net enrolment ratio in primary education 
7. Proportion of pupils starting grade 1 who reach grade 5 
8. Literacy rate of 15-24 year olds 

Goal 3: Reach gender equality and empower women 
Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and 

secondary education preferably by 2005 and to 
all levels of education no later than 2015 

 

 

9. Ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary and tertiary 
education 

10. Ratio of literate females to males of 15-24 year olds 
11. Share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural 

sector 
12. Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament 

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality 
Target 5: Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015,  

the under-five mortality rate 
13. Under-five mortality rate 
14. Infant mortality rate 
15. Proportion of 1 year old children immunised against measles 

Goal 5:  Improve maternal health 
Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 

2015, the maternal mortality ratio 
16. Maternal mortality ratio 
17. Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel 
 

Goal 6:  Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 
Target 7: Have halted by 2015, and begun to reverse, the 

spread of HIV/AIDS  
18. HIV prevalence among 15-24 year old pregnant women  
19. Contraceptive prevalence rate 
20. Number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS 

Target 8: Have halted by 2015, and begun to reverse, the 
incidence of malaria and other major diseases 

21. Prevalence and death rates associated with malaria  
22. Proportion of population in malaria risk areas using effective 

malaria prevention and treatment measures  
23. Prevalence and death rates associated with tuberculosis 
24.  Proportion of TB cases detected and cured under DOTS 

(Directly Observed Treatment Short Course)  

Goal 7:  Ensure environmental sustainability 
Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable 

development into country policies and 
programmes and reverse the loss of 
environmental resources 

 

25. Proportion of land area covered by forest 
26. Land area protected to maintain biodiversity 
27. GDP per unit of energy use (as proxy for energy efficiency)  
28. Carbon dioxide emissions (per capita) 

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people 
without sustainable access to safe drinking 
water 

29. Proportion of population with sustainable access to improved 
water sources 

Target 11: By 2020, to have achieved a significant 
improvement in the lives of at least 100 million 
slum dwellers. 

30. Proportion of people with access to basic sanitation 
31. Proportion of people with access to secure tenure 

[Urban/rural disaggregation of several of the above indicators will be 
relevant for monitoring improvement in the lives of slum dwellers] 

 



  

 Vietnam Development Goals* (VDGs) 

Vietnam Development Goals directly based on the MDGs 
Goal 1: Reduce the percentage of poor and hungry households 
Target 1: Reduce by 40% the proportion of people living below the international poverty line between 2001 and 2010  
Target 2: Reduce by 75% the number of people living under the international food poverty line by 2010 
Goal 2: Universalize education and improve education quality 
Target 1: Increase net enrolment in primary school  to 97% by 2005 and to 99% by 2010 
Target 2: Increase net enrolment rate in junior secondary school to 80% by 2005 and 90% by 2010 
Target 3: Eliminate the gender gap in primary and secondary education by 2005, and the gap with ethnic minorities by 2010 
Target 4: Increase literacy to 95% of under-40-year-old women by 2005 and 100% by 2010 
Target 5: By 2010 have improved the quality of education and increase full-day schooling at primary level (exact target depends 

on funding) 
Goal 3: Ensure gender equality and women empowerment 
Target 1: Increase the number of women in elective bodies at all levels 
Target 2: Increase the participation of women in agencies and sectors [includes ministries, central agencies and enterprises] at 

all levels by 3-5% in the next 10 years 
Target 3: Ensure that the names of both husband and wife appears on the land-use right certificates by 2005 
Target 4: Reduce the vulnerability of women to domestic violence 
Goal 4: Reduce child mortality, child malnutrition and reduce the birth rate 
Target 1: Reduce the infant mortality rate to 30 per 1000 live births by 2005 and 25 by 2010 and at a more rapid rate in 

disadvantaged regions (see below) 
Target 2: Reduce the under-5 mortality rate to 36 per 1000 live births by 2005 and 32 by 2010  
Target 3: Reduce under five malnutrition to 25% by 2005 and 20% by 2010 
Goal 5:  Improve maternal health 
Target 1: Reduce the maternal mortality rate to 80 per 100,000 live births by 2005 and 70 by 2010 with particular attention to 

disadvantaged areas 
Goal 6:  Reduce HIV/AIDS infection and eradicate other major diseases 
Target 1: Slow the increase in the spread of HIV/AIDs by 2005 and halve the rate of increase by 2010 
Goal 7:  Ensure environmental sustainability 
Target 1: Extend forest cover to 43% by 2010 (from 33% in 1999) 
Target 2: Ensure that 60% of the rural population has access to clean and safe water by 2005 and 85% by 2010. This should be 

the case for 80% of urban people by 2005.    
Target 3: Ensure there are no slums and temporary houses in all towns and cities by 2010 
Target 4: Ensure that all waste-water in towns and cities is treated by 2010 
Target 5: Ensure that all solid waste is collected and disposed of safely in all towns and cities by 2010 
Target 6: Air and water pollution must attain national standards by 2005 

Vietnam Development Goals and Targets not directly based on MDGs 
Goal 8: Reducing vulnerability 
Target 1: By 2005, increase the average income of the lowest expenditure quintile to 140% of that in 2000 and to 190% of that 

by 2010 
Target 2: Reduce by half the rate of poor people falling back into poverty due to natural disasters and other risks by 2010 
Goal 9: Improving governance for poverty reduction 
Target 1: Effectively implement grass-roots democracy 
Target 2: Ensure budget transparency 
Target 3: Implement legal reform agenda 
Goal 10: Reducing ethnic inequality 
Target 1: Preserve and develop the reading and writing ability of ethnic languages 
Target 2: Ensure entitlement of individual and collective land-use rights in ethnic minority and mountainous areas 
Target 3: Increase the proportion of ethnic minority people in authority bodies at various levels 
Goal 11: Ensuring pro-poor infrastructure development 
Target 1: Provide basic infrastructure to 80% of poor communes by 2005 and 100% by 2010 
Target 2: Expand the national transmission grid to 900 poor commune centres by 2005 

 *Note: This is a summary of a fuller set of VDGs outlined in the CPRGS. The VDG papers have more targets and indicators. 
 Source: Govt of Vietnam (2002). Comprehensive Poverty Reduction & Growth Strategy. 


