Anticorruption

Corruption, defined as the use of public office for private gain, is one variable in the broader governance equation (other variables include rule of law, political stability, and voice) and has an indirect but clearly negative impact on economic growth and development. Information, transparency and accountability, especially when guaranteed through effective checks and balances that restrain the exercise of political power and protect human and political rights Political Corruption: Challenges and Options.

The separation of political and economic interests is a challenge facing governments everywhere. When the two are woven together through a network of backroom channels, as is often the case, the temptation to influence government decisions in the interest of private gain may be irresistible. Building transparency and accountability into political life helps reduce the potential gains for “captor” firms and politicians alike.

The challenges ahead remain in designing operationally effective programs that explore the importance of improving the levels of information, transparency and accountability to fight corruption and promote good governance. In pursuit of this objective, it is crucial to recognize that each country or region will have unique entry points. For example, in some African countries the health or the mining sector may represent an entry point given the magnitude of financial resources mobilized in these sectors, while in other countries such as Bangladesh, Peru, or Cambodia, the sophisticated approach to simultaneously utilize multiple entry points may be most appropriate given the complex systemic corruption that may be occurring in oversight bodies, the wholesale buying a selling of government decision making powers, and the overall prevalence of undue influence in the shaping of laws, policies and regulations.  

Diagnostics facilitate the entry points and prioritization of tailor-made institutional reforms per country as well as coalition building among key stakeholders to select tools in the areas of information, transparency and accountability making the Government responsible. The diagnostics followed by the coalition building approach provides stakeholders with a framework and different tools to develop a participatory and integrated action program of institutional reform for controlling corruption and improving governance. The consensus on establishing priorities for action is crucial and it should include analysis of the feasibility of the measures, institutional, political, social and economic constraints of the action plans as well as the risk and benefits.

The work of the parliament and the judiciary, are both cornerstones for the effective control of corruption and improving governance. Given the oversight role of the parliament and the judiciary, both institutions are key to be able to hold governments and officials accountable for their actions and to ensure that they are performing to their full potential. The oversight role of the parliament and the judiciary is key to hold governments and officials accountable for their actions and to ensure that they are performing to their full potential, providing value for the public’s money in the provision of services, instilling confidence in the government and being responsive to the community they are meant to be serving.  

The core functions of legislatures – enacting legislation, holding governments to account and representing the electorate – all impact on their ability to help curb corruption Of course, these functions all impact on much broader issues (such as the role of the state in society, the relationship between a government and the electorate and executive-government relations).   The effective and transparent performance of the judiciary constitutes an essential element of a successful anti-corruption strategy. The judiciary, as one of the oversight institutions, has the important role of holding the executive legally accountable. Evidence suggests that in many countries the judiciary lacks these accountability mechanisms, increasing the possibility for corruption to occur within itself.
