Support to Networks  
Program Objectives:  To develop and strengthen regional and global networks in of WBI’s renewal strategy
Intermediate Objectives:

1. To identify and support regional networks that link practitioners in particular fields and provide support to country-based institutions and multi-stakeholder groups 
2. To identify and support links between regional networks and country-based leadership and multi-stakeholder coalitions
3. Provide a platform for wholesaling of structured learning programs
4. Identify and support technological advances that strengthen networks  capability
5. Scale up regional networks to global level
6. Implement M & E framework and communication strategy to measure impact and share lessons learned
Demand and relevance:
Networks have been shown to be an increasingly important component in providing just-in-time learning and practitioner exchange across a wide range of subject areas.  Networks serve to bridge the gap between conceptual knowledge at the regional and global levels and practitioner expertise in country.   By linking practitioners who can share experiences, resources, contacts, and support, they are a crucial tool in facilitating South-South exchange and in forming in-country, regional and global coalitions to advance reform. 
Through this proposal WBI will provide support to existing networks (ANSAs, Reseau GAC, ALGAF, FALGAF, Africa Economic Governance Network,  Parliamentarians, among others) and identify and support new networks by a) providing managerial and strategic direction, b) designing effective evaluation systems and metrics to measure impact, c) mobilizing resources, d) exploring new technologies that facilitate knowledge sharing among network members, including the wholesaling of structured learning programs; and e) sharing experience and knowledge on the “how to” of networks across various thematic areas.  The proposal will support a small team that will provide a support function across thematic networks on these cross-cutting areas.  As such it will support WBI’s three product lines:  structured learning, knowledge exchange and innovation.
Outputs:

1.  Stocktaking of existing WBI-supported networks

2. Diagnostics that measure the impact of networks; and implementation of those diagnostics across WBI-supported networks
3. Managerial and strategic support to existing networks (ANSAs, Resesau GAC, ALGAF, FALGAF, among others)

4. Development of cross-cutting technologies that improve connectivity among network members and broader sharing of knowledge and information
5. Assistance to the development and delivery of wholesaled structured learning programs (Accountable Governance and others) through networks

6. Evaluation of impact of networks

7. Communication outputs that broaden knowledge about the role of networks in capacity development, as well as in advancing WBI’s agenda.

Partners: Africa, SA and EAP regions, WBI’s Knowledge Exchange Practice, ANSAs and other external network partners
Name of Team Members: Maria Gonzalez de Asis, Michael Jarvis, Mary L. McNeil, Anwar M. Shah, Frederick Stapenhurst, Mitchell O'Brien, Djordjija Petkoski, Kathrin Frauscher. Advisors: William Kingsmill, Paul Collier, EITI++ Advisory Committee.
