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Foreword

Agriculture is a vital development tool for achieving the Millennium Development Goal
that calls for halving by 2015 the share of people suffering from extreme poverty and hun-
ger. That is the overall message of this year’s World Development Report (WDR), the 30th in
the series. Three out of every four poor people in developing countries live in rural areas,
and most of them depend directly or indirectly on agriculture for their livelihoods. This
Report provides guidance to governments and the international community on designing
and implementing agriculture-for-development agendas that can make a difference in the
lives of hundreds of millions of rural poor.

The Report highlights two major regional challenges. In much of Sub-Saharan Africa,
agriculture is a strong option for spurring growth, overcoming poverty, and enhancing food
security. Agricultural productivity growth is vital for stimulating growth in other parts of
the economy. But accelerated growth requires a sharp productivity increase in smallholder
farming combined with more effective support to the millions coping as subsistence farm-
ers, many of them in remote areas. Recent improved performance holds promise, and this
Report identifies many emerging successes that can be scaled up.

In Asia, overcoming widespread poverty requires confronting widening rural-urban
income disparities. Asia’s fast-growing economies remain home to over 600 million rural
people living in extreme poverty, and despite massive rural-urban migration, rural poverty
will remain dominant for several more decades. For this reason, the WDR focuses on ways
to generate rural jobs by diversifying into labor-intensive, high-value agriculture linked to
a dynamic rural, nonfarm sector.

In all regions, with rising land and water scarcity and the added pressures of a globalizing
world, the future of agriculture is intrinsically tied to better stewardship of natural resources.
With the right incentives and investments, agriculture’s environmental footprint can be
lightened, and environmental services harnessed to protect watersheds and biodiversity.

Today, rapidly expanding domestic and global markets; institutional innovations in
markets, finance, and collective action; and revolutions in biotechnology and information
technology all offer exciting opportunities to use agriculture to promote development. But
seizing these opportunities will require the political will to move forward with reforms that
improve the governance of agriculture.

Ultimately, success will also depend on concerted action by the international develop-
ment community to confront the challenges ahead. We must level the playing field in inter-
national trade; provide global public goods, such as technologies for tropical food staples;
help developing countries address climate change; and overcome looming health pandem-
ics for plants, animals, and humans. At stake are the livelihoods of 900 million rural poor,
who also deserve to share the benefits of a sustainable and inclusive globalization.

Z it @a otll-d
Robert B. Zoellick

President
World Bank Group
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HND Honduras

HUN Hungary

IDN Indonesia

IND India

IRN Iran, Islamic Rep. of
KEN Kenya

KHM Cambodia

LAO Lao PDR

LKA Sri Lanka

MAR Morocco

MDG Madagascar

MEX Mexico

Data notes

The countries included in regional and income groupings in
this Report are listed in the Classification of Economies table
at the end of the Selected World Development Indicators.
Income classifications are based on gross national income
(GNP) per capita; thresholds for income classifications in this
edition may be found in the Introduction to Selected World
Development Indicators. Group averages reported in the fig-
ures and tables are unweighted averages of the countries in the
group, unless noted to the contrary.

The use of the word countries to refer to economies implies
no judgment by the World Bank about the legal or other
status of a territory. The term developing countries includes

Country Code Country Name
MLI Mali

MOZ Mozambique
MWI Malawi

MYS Malaysia

NER Niger

NGA Nigeria

NPL Nepal

PAK Pakistan

PER Peru

PHL Philippines

PNG Papua New Guinea
POL Poland

PRY Paraguay

ROM Romania

RUS Russian Federation
RWA Rwanda

SDN Sudan

SEN Senegal

SLV El Salvador

SVK Slovak Republic
SYR Syrian Arab Rep.
TCD Chad

TGO Togo

THA Thailand

TJK Tajikistan

TUN Tunisia

TUR Turkey

TZA Tanzania

UGA Uganda

UKR Ukraine

VEN Venezuela, R. B. de
VNM Vietnam

YEM Yemen, Republic
ZAF South Africa

ZAR Congo, Dem. Rep. of
ZMB Zambia

ZWE Zimbabwe

low- and middle-income economies and thus may include
economies in transition from central planning, as a matter
of convenience. The terms advanced countries or developed
countries may be used as a matter of convenience to denote
high-income economies.

Dollar figures are current U.S. dollars, unless otherwise spec-
ified. Billion means 1,000 million; trillion means 1,000 billion.

Serbia and Montenegro is used in this Report either because
the event being discussed occurred prior to the independence
of the Republic of Montenegro in June 2006 or because sepa-
rate data for the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Mon-
tenegro are not available.
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