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RSS 101
• (constantly) updated headlines with summary and a link

• Needs specialist software or add-ons

• User-controlled (subscribe/unsubscribe)
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What’s in it for them?
• Keep up to date with your site without having to visit (but they do)

• Reduce spam (or e-mail overload)
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What’s in it for us?
• Reach a different, wider audience via direct use and meta-sites

• Improve Google ranking through links from those meta-sites

• It’s really cool
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Rich Site Summary
• RSS 0.9x

• UserLand Software or Netscape developed

• Easy to use, but no dates on items
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RDF Site Summary
• RSS 0.9 & 1.0

• Open source development 

• Very easy to use, but still no dates on items
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Really Simple Syndication
• RSS 2.x 

• UserLand Software developed (succeeds 0.92)

• More complicated to use (or more flexibility), but with dates on items

• Seven different standards
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Which one to use?

• 2.0 because it’s the newest?

• Open source?

• Depends how date-specific your content is 

• ATOM is coming
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• ~ 88 000 visitors

• ~ 190 000 visits per quarter

• ~ 600 000 page views per quarter

Site statistics before RSS (3rd quarter 2003)



• ~ 129 000 visitors (up by nearly half)

• ~ 348 000 visits per quarter (nearly doubled)

• ~ 2.2 million page views per quarter (tripled)

• NYT reported RSS feed generated 5.9 million page views 
on www.nytimes.com in March 2005

Site statistics after RSS (1st quarter 2004)



• Choose a standard that suits your organisation’s needs 

• Make sure you have a process in place to update the feed

• Inform your users (by e-mail if necessary)

• Submit to as many meta sites as you can find

• Filch anything useful from www.nea.fr/download/washington

Conclusions



www.nea.fr/download/washington


