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UN Multilingual Web site 
Statistics

Total number of pages viewed
(per year and per language)

+51.85% +155.46%

+19.18%

+24.78%
+22.29%

+24.68%
+284.74%

+63.96%

+19.85%

+25.16%
+79.74%

+28.36%
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UN Multilingual Web site
Statistics

Evolution of each language share in 
the total number of hits on www.un.org

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

Oct-
01

Dec
-01

Fe
b-0

2
Apr-

02
Ju

n-0
2

Aug
-02

Oct-
02

Dec
-02

Fe
b-0

3
Apr-

03
Ju

n-0
3

Aug
-03

Oct-
03

Dec
-03

Fe
b-0

4
Apr-

04
Ju

n-0
4

Aug
-04

Oct-
04

Dec
-04

Fe
b-0

5

Spanish: from 7.95% to 9.06%

Russian: from 1.10% to 2. 06% French: from 4.68% to 7.09%

Chinese: from 0.54% to 3.64%

Arabic: from 1.09% to 2.20%

Percentage represented by each language
in the total number of hits on www.un.org



Multilingualism on the UN Web site

• Role of the UN Web site in promoting the 
activities of the Organization, worldwide

• Increase in importance of Internet in the various 
regions of the world



Example: UN News Centre

Parity among the 6 UN official languages



World Press Freedom Day



Strengthening
the UN multilingual Web site

• Cooperation with other UN 
agencies

• Provision of assistance to other 
departments and offices

• Recruitment of contractors, interns 
and volunteers

• Requesting services of 
universities for the translation of 
English UN documents into the 
other UN official languages, at no 
cost

• Centralizing web development 
across the UN official languages



Translation efforts

• Availability of material in languages
• Human translation
• Machine-aided translation
• Editorial control
• Time factor and deadlines



Multilingualism and its future

• Lessons learned
• Success stories
• Where to go from 

there


