
Statement of IRFFI Donor Committee Meeting
Baghdad, Iraq, 07 July 2008

Donors thanked the Government of Iraq for hosting the Seventh IRFFI Donor Committee Meeting in Baghdad and in particular H.E. Prime Minister Dr. Nori Al-Maliki, H.E. Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Barham Salih, and H.E. Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation Dr. Ali Baban.
Donors expressed their appreciation for the significant progress made by the Chairs of the Donor and Executive Committees, and the UNDG and World Bank Iraq Trust Funds against the benchmarks set in Bari, Italy, on 30 October 2007.  Donors were pleased to see continued progress in the implementation of IRFFI’s activities, and increasing efforts towards results based monitoring and reporting, and with regards also to issues raised in the past donor meetings with reference to project implementation rate, accountability and prioritisation.  
Donors welcomed the UN’s invitation to participate in the UNDG Iraq Trust Fund’s Steering Committee, agreeing to nominate two representatives by the end of July 2008. Donors also noted positively the restructuring of the Cluster/strategic programming mechanism to have a more integrated and holistic sector approach.
Donors also appreciated the World Bank’s internal assessment of its projects and its intentions to integrate these results and those of the Multi-Donor Stocktaking review in the drafting of its Third Interim Strategy Note for Iraq.
Donors welcomed the efforts of both the UNDG Iraq Trust Fund and the World Bank Iraq Trust Fund to ensure IRFFI activities respond to the priorities and benchmarks of the International Compact with Iraq and the National Development Strategy. In this regard, Donors agreed to have the remaining funds dedicated primarily to capacity development and technical and advisory services, starting from a macro level.
Donors agreed, in line with relevant donor regulations, to the use of up to $20 million of UNDG ITF interest funds for humanitarian assistance and support to internally displaced populations and have requested the MDTF Office to keep them informed as to the mechanisms to be applied.  They also requested that funds, including interest funding, should be made available to support civil society.  Only interest accrued from funds contributed by donors who do not have any restrictions regarding the use of the interest would be used for humanitarian purposes.
Donors agreed to a cut-off date for contributions to the two Trust Funds in 2009, and the UN agreed not to enter into any further contractual commitments against approved funds later than 12 months from that date.  Donors agreed with the Administrators’ proposal for the Executive Committee to produce a Concept Note by mid-October proposing a final timeline and mechanism for the closing of the IRFFI.
Donors welcomed the forward movement of the Government of Iraq’s co-financing proposal, and looked forward to a further progress report in the next meeting.  Donors also welcomed the Government of Iraq’s proposals to establish Private Sector Development and Capacity Building Thematic Working Groups under the International Compact with Iraq.
Donors noted the initial findings of the Scanteam report on the Multi-Donor Stocktaking Review, expressing great interest in the lessons it has pointed towards the improvement of governance and operations of IRFFI as well as similar Multi-Donor Trust Funds. Donors look forward to detailed discussion of the final report at the next IRFFI Donor Committee meeting. They reiterated the need for enhanced monitoring and evaluation of projects, and were pleased with the establishment of a Monitoring and Evaluation Unit within the UNDG ITF Steering Committee Support Office.
Donors agreed to convene the next meeting in the second half of November 2008, and stressed their expectation of the presentation of the ITFs’ strategic plans for the remaining period of the IRFFI.
Donors recognised and appreciated the contributions of the current Chair of the Donor Committee and the Italian Government’s offer to continue chairing until the next meeting of the Donor Committee, to be convened by the end of November 2008.
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