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The Ministry of Planning and Development Cooperation has accomplished the National Strategy
for Poverty Reduction in Iraq for the years 2010-2014 prepared by the High Committee for
Poverty Reduction Policies in Iraq, which comprises membership of a number of Their
Excellencies members of the House of Representatives, Ministries’ Undersecretaries, advisers
and directors-general from the Federal Government and the Government of Kurdistan Region.

The details of this document were submitted at the Council of Ministers’ session held yesterday,
Tuesday, November 24, 2009, under the Presidency of his Excellency the Prime Minister Mr.
Nuri Al-Maliki.  After expounding the Strategy’s requirements, challenges and the
characteristics of poverty in Iraq, the High Committee put forward the Strategy’s perspective on
the alleviation of poverty through the general goal of reducing poverty from its current rate 23%
to 16% in 2014 by achieving six basic outcomes viz.:

Achieving a higher income from work for the poor

Improving the health standard of the poor

Dissemination and improving education of the poor

Achieving a better housing environment for the poor

Effective social protection for the poor

Less inequality between poor women and men
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During the Council of Ministers’ session an account was also given of the details of the outputs
that represent a set of short-term results the implementation of which requires the achievement of
the above-mentioned outcomes which included 27 outputs. The Strategy also embodied a
detailed account of the conditions that may be beyond the control of the authorities responsible
for the implementation and which require care in order to overcome possible restraints to the
implementation of the Strategy. The Strategy comprises details of the activities that should be
carried out during the Strategy’s years 2010-2014. The Strategy’s outputs contain 87 activities.
The Strategy also gives the details of implementation, monitoring and evaluation that ensure
satisfactory performance of the Strategy and achievement of its goals. These activities are
carried out through an effective monitoring system that ensures progress of implementation with
a high degree of efficiency. In this respect, the Strategy drew up a detailed scheme linking the
Strategy with the National Five-year Plan.

On the basis of the Strategy’s implementation, expected results have been given along the years

of implementation. These results are:

e Reduction of poverty rate at national level by 30% by lowering the number of the poor from
7 to 5 million.

e Reduction of illiteracy rate by half, i.e., from its current rate of 28% to 14%. This can be
achieved through:
» Raising net enrollment rate in primary education from its current rate of 74.8% to 98%.



>

>

Raising net enrollment rate in intermediate education from its current rate of 20.5% to
50%.
Raising net enrollment rate in secondary education from its current rate of 23.4% to 40%

e Reducing the number of individuals covered by the food ration card and restricting coverage
to those who are below the poverty line by 2014.
* Bridge the gap between the two genders through

>

>

Achieving higher rates of women’s involvement in economic activity (from its current
rate of 12.8% to 19.2%)

Achieving higher ratios of girls to boys in

o Literacy (from its current rate of 84.5% to 92%)

o Enrollment in primary education (from the current rate of 87% to 100%)

o Enrollment in intermediate education (from its current rate of 72% to 86%)

o Enrollment in secondary education (from its current rate of 68.5% to 85%)

Following a detailed discussion of the topics of the document after having been presented to
Their Excellencies the Prime Minister and the Ministers, the Government unanimously approved
the recommendations stated in the document which the government is required to implement.
These recommendations are:

1.

Approval of the implementation of the poverty reduction strategy in Iraq through
implementation of the programs and activities included in the Strategy’s outputs and
outcomes in coordination with the National Five-year Plan (2010-2014).
Commit ministries and appropriate authorities to implement the Strategy up to the
attainment of the main objective — the reduction of poverty in Iraq.
Build a permanent institutional mechanism to ensure rational management of
implementation, follow-up and evaluation of the activities and programs of the Strategy
through:
Setting up a High Steering Committee comprising Their Excellencies the Ministers of
Finance, Planning, Health, Labor and Social Security, Reconstruction and Housing,
Agriculture, Trade and women’s Affairs. It will be chaired by one of the Prime
Minister’s deputies and have, as Executive Secretary, the Chairmen of the High
Committee for Poverty Reduction Policies.
Set up a Standing High Committee for Poverty Reduction Policies after attaching two
representatives of civil society organizations. The committee shall have an Executive
Director and a permanent Secretariat.
Approval for the High Committee for Poverty Reduction Policies to draw up terms of
reference for the Executive Director and permanent secretariat of the said Committee.

The Strategy represents a huge national effort which requires implementation of some of its
activities within special projects with the support of donors and regional and international

organiz

ations. The following are among these projects:
Project for developing targeting and merger of the food ration and social protection
systems.
Project for developing rural conglomerations which include activities serving income,
education and infrastructure outcomes in rural areas.
Project for management of the labor market for the poor.



Completing the Strategy’s detailed elements including details of monitoring and evaluation
indicators and their implementation means.

- Monitoring and evaluation of the Strategy and keeping abreast with developments
require implementation of household and statistical surveys and studies serving this
purpose, in addition to improving Strategy-related databases in the appropriate
ministries.

- For sustainment of efforts for the reduction of poverty, the subsequent strategy should
be prepared, approved and ready for implementation by the end of the present
Strategy. This calls for commencing the next strategy early in 2013.

At the conclusion of the meeting, His Excellency the Prime Minister Mr. Nuri Al-Maliki
expressed his thanks and appreciation to the members of the High Committee for Poverty
Reduction Policies in Iraq for their distinguished and tremendous efforts. Their Excellencies the
Ministers also lauded the document and affirmed that it is the first national document to deal
with the many-sided aspects of poverty in a scientific and objective methodology.

Dr. Mehdi Muhsin Al-Alak
Undersecretary, Ministry of Planning and Development Cooperation,
Chairman of the High Committee for Poverty Reduction Policies in Iraq
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