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International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq 


INTERNATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION FUND FACILITY MOVES FORWARD FOLLOWING PRODUCTIVE DONOR COMMITTEE MEETING 

ISTANBUL, Turkey, March 20, 2007—The International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI) Donor Committee Meeting concluded successfully today, with strong resolve from the international donor community, the United Nations and the World Bank to continue advancing Iraqi leadership on reconstruction efforts.  They reaffirmed their support for IRFFI, which should remain an important vehicle for donors to support the implementation of the International Compact with Iraq.
This commitment is demonstrated by the decision reached during the meeting to pass the chairmanship of the Donor Committee from Canada to the Government and Iraq and the Government of Italy.  The co-chairmanship will be an interim measure for a period of one year.

His Excellency Ali Baban, Iraqi Minister for Planning and Development Cooperation stated that: “We are pleased with this decision, as it will allow the Government of Iraq to play a stronger role in setting policy directions, priorities, as well as programme and project selection under IRFFI.”

During the meeting, progress reports were presented by the UN and the World Bank to update donors on Trust Fund programs, achievements, challenges and lessons learned. 
Discussions were also held with donors to ensure that the Fund continues to be relevant as the situation in Iraq evolves.  As such, a decision was reached to revisit the Terms of Reference with a view to consider proposals for specific changes in time for the next meeting.  
 “Today’s meeting was a great success,” said Ambassador Michael Bell, outgoing Chair of the Donor Committee. “We have reached a number of important decisions that will ensure that IRFFI remains relevant and continues to make a positive difference in the lives of Iraqis.  One such decision was the establishment of an IRFFI Secretariat in Baghdad, which will be supported by the UN and the World Bank, and will further enhance Iraqi leadership in IRFFI.”
Today’s meeting was graciously hosted by the Government of Turkey, which also pledged a contribution of $10 million to IRFFI.  The next Donor Committee meeting will be held in the fall of this year.
For more information on IRFFI, please visit www.irffi.org
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Information:

	 Government of Iraq:


	Ms. Faten A. Sultan
Ms. Boroj A. Yousif
	fatinsultan@yahoo.com
borog_alubaidy@yahoo.com


	Government of Canada:
	Ms. Andrea Moritz
	+(613) 851-2433
andrea_moritz@acdi-cida.gc.ca


	 United Nations:
	Mr. Bassam Al-Sokhni
	+(962-776) 704 128
alsokhni@un.org


	 World Bank:
	Ms. Gulin Cakir
	+(532) 4372802

gcakir@worldbank.org
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