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FOREWORD

This report on Growth and Competitiveness in the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States is a
companion piece to the pan-regional report, “A Time to Choose: Caribbean Development in the
21st Century”. Both volumes are intended to serve as a launching pad for debate among political
parties, civil society, the private sector, the media and academic groups, on the future directions
of development strategy at the national, sub-regional and regional levels.

The time for such a debate could not be more opportune. While poverty has declined, many of
the sub-region’s impressive social gains risk being eroded. Unemployment, particularly of
youth, is a major issue and there is growing concern about recent increases in crime and
violence. Tourism, too, is under increasing pressure from new markets in Cuba and Central
America, and the sub-region now has the dubious distinction of hosting six of the world’s most
highly indebted emerging economies. While none of these challenges is insurmountable, all will
require political leadership and strong national support. Deepening the bonds of regionalism will
also require considerable political will, but the pay-offs, we believe, in terms of economies of
scale and long term improvements in growth and competitiveness, will be considerable.

As this volume shows, there are also important new opportunities to be seized: in services such
as education and health, in technology, and in tourism. A number of these opportunities are
already being explored in parts of the OECS and we have tried to bring together examples from
across the region and beyond which can serve to illustrate a range of possibilities and
approaches.

While focusing primarily on decision makers and publics in the Caribbean, there is a set of
players who are largely absent from this report’s pages, but whose role is none the less crucial.
For more than three decades, the international donor community has supported Caribbean
development. If wrong choices have been made, they have been made by donors together with
Governments. This report is not intended to ascribe blame, but to point to the fundamental need
to choose a better path for the future. That choice must also include greater country ownership
of development programs, better harmonized and coordinated donor support, and a reduction in
the burden donors too often impose on recipient countries, particularly small states such as those
of the OECS. We hope that this volume will provide an opportunity for the international donor
community to debate and finally resolve many of these longstanding issues.

Finally, both of these reports have been informed by extensive consultations across the
Caribbean. We would like to thank all those who took the time to share their expertise, their
insights and their unique brand of Caribbean hospitality. We have endeavored to capture the
richness of the input we received, although ultimately the responsibility for the reports’
conclusions remains ours alone.

Caroline Anstey

Director

Caribbean Country Management Unit
The World Bank
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