PRESSRELEASE December 10, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

STUDY TO RESTORE DEAD SEA LAUNCHED

Jordan, Israel, and Palestinian Representatives Agree to Undertake Joint Study

High level deegations from Jordan, Isradl and the Pdedtinian Presidency met today at the
Dead Sea in Jordan with donor representatives from Europe, Japan and North America
The meeting, hosted by the Jordanian Government, launched a Feashility Study and
Environmentd and Socid Assessment for the Red Sea — Dead Sea Water Conveyance
Study. The Study itself is expected to take approximately two years to complete. The
three beneficiary parties have requested the World Bank to coordinate donor support and
to manage the Study.

Over the past three years, Jordanian, Isragli and Rdedinian experts have worked together
to prepare and findize the Terms of Reference for the Study. “The Sgnificance of this
joint sudy is not merdly its importance in restoring the well-being of the Dead Sea and
producing fresh water”, sad His Excellency Zafer Alem, Miniger of Waer and
Irrigation of Jordan

The Study will invedigate the feasbility of transferring water from the Red Sea to the
Dead Sea in order to address the declining level of the Dead Sea, which is currently
fdling a a rate of gpproximately one meter per year. “Immediate atention to the current
crigs of the Dead Sea is urgent and important”, sad Dr. Mohammad Mustafa,
Economic advisor to the President of the Pdedtinian Authority.

All three ddegations dressed the importance of this patnership to address an
environmenta and water resource chdlenge of globd interet and ggnificance. “The
Study is an excdlent example for cooperation, peace and conflict reduction. Hopefully it
will become the firda of many such cooperdaive endeavors’ sad His Excellency
Binyamin Ben Eliezer, Minister of National Infrastructure of Isradl.

“The World Bank is happy to provide support to the three beneficiary parties’ said Inger
Andersen, Director, Sugainable Development for Middle East and North Africa Region
of the World Bank. “This sudy emphasizes the importance of cross-country synergies on
a vita shared resource — water. The three parties are truly demondrating how water can
be a cadyda for regiond cooperation. The World Bank is very pleased to have thus far
recaeived the support of France, Jgpan, the Netherlands and the USA to facilitate the
financing of the sudy.”

For additional information on the study please visit the website at:

www.wor ldbank.org/rds

For the World Bank please contact Dina El Naggar, Communications Officer, Middle
East and North Africa Region: delnaggar@worldbank.org
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