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S Gobi Regional Environmental 
Assessment  - Background

Â Development in Southern Gobi Region (SGR) is 
planned in a number of sectors: mining, infrastructure 
(e.g. roads, railways), etc.

Â But not much attention is given to the interaction 
between these sectors and their synergistic impacts

Ą The Oyu Tolgoi Parliamentary Working Group 
requested the WB to plan the overall environmental 
and social strategy for the SGR, taking the synergistic 
impacts into account 



S Gobi Regional Environmental 
Assessment  - Background

Â E.g.: Potential impacts of mining development:

ï Road development

ï Human population increases in the area

ï Attracts herders, hence livestock numbers 
increase

Ą Increased wealth

Ą But also: i) Decreased pasture quality, hence    

increased desertification; ii) decreased wildlife 
numbers



S Gobi Regional Environmental 
Assessment  - Scope

Â A team of experts has been established to 
look at the issues, including:

ïImpacts on livestock, wildlife

ïGroundwater resources

ïCritical Natural Habitats

ïReview of EIAs



S Gobi Regional Environmental 
Assessment  - Scope

Â When the planned developments are 
implemented, what will happen to:
ïWater quantity and quality?

ïWildlife abundance?

ïSettlement size and composition?

ïLivestock composition and size?

ïPasture quality?

Â And how will all these be affected by climate 
change?

ĄItôs important to look at the whole picture



SGR ïCritical Natural Habitats



SGR ïMineral Exploration 
Licenses



SGR ïMining Licenses


