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Welcome to Rome

ncreasing the effectivenessof aidisacrucial challengetacing devel opment

partners, whilethey pursuetheir commitment to attaininternational ly
agreed devel opment god's, including those contained inthe Millennium Decla
ration, by 2015. Thischallengeiseven morerelevant to counter the current
economic 9 owdown.

Coherence, coordination, and complementarity issues must be addressed to
make aid moreeffective. The harmonization of donor proceduresisan essen-
tial component of thisprocess,
intended to respect the
nationa prioritiesof
partner countriesand to
lower transaction costs.

The Government of Italy
ishonoredto organizethe
High-Level Forumon
Harmonizationin Rome, in
associationwiththemultilateral

Roman Forum.

devel opment ingtitutionsand the OECD. Building onthe
solid results of the DAC Task Force on Donor Prac-
ticesand the M DB technica groups, the Forum offers
al participants (devel oping countries, countriesin
trangtion, DAC member countries, multilatera organiza:
tions) the opportunity to contributeto theimplementa
tion of the Monterrey Consensus, which emerged from
theInternational Conferenceon Financing for Develop-
ment (Monterrey, Mexico, March 2002).

Italy, initsindividual capacity and asamember state of the European Union,
isstrongly committed to implement the Monterrey Consensusby, inter alia,
actively participatingin all internationd actionstoimproveaid effectiveness
through the coordination of policiesand the harmoni zation of procedures.

Inthisspirit wewelcometo Romeall the participantsinthe High-Level
Forum onHarmonization.
Honorable Franco Frattini

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Italy

Perspectives on Harmonization

Views from around the globe, excerpted from statements received before
the Forum.

For Morocco, harmonization isanecessary step toward accomplishing the
development objectives set out inthe Monterrey Consensus.
Mohamed Kabbaj and Mohamed el Gholabzouri
Ministry of Finance and Privatization, Morocco

The partner country-donor dia ogue should target capacity building.
Djoomart Otorbaev
Vice Prime Minister, Kyrgyz Republic

Thevariety of donorsisawealth; but their different approachesand proce-
dures, with extens vereporting requirementsand well-intentioned missons,
can beacrippling burden for partner countries.
Michael Roeskau
Director, Development Co-operation Directorate, OECD

Having pil oted harmonization arrangementswith theArab Coordination
Group, theldamic Development Bank islooking forward to sharingits
experiences, and to further harmonizing itspolicies, procedures, and practices,
with thedonor community.
Amadou Boubacar Cisse
Vice President, Operations, |slamic Development Bank

Kenyaisfully committed to the harmonization agenda, andiswilling to pilot
harmonizationinitiatives.
Ministry of Finance, Kenya

[InVietnam] wequickly learned that harmonization wasmuch morethanjust a
technical agenda. Field-level requestsfor adjustmentsto our donor proce-
duresmet with resistancefrom our central HQ departments. Weredlizethat a
higher-level mandatefor changeisneeded if thisagendaisto progress.
Like-Minded Donor Group (Hanoi-based group of donors:
Sweden, Denmark, Netherlands, Canada, Finland,
Norway, Switzerland, and United Kingdom)

Tomethisisthe most important meeting on development in the past 20 years.
Amparo Ballivian
Country Manager for Bolivia, World Bank

AGENDA
HicH-LEVEL FORUM ON HARMONIZATION
Rome, Italy ¢ February 24-25, 2003

Monday, February 24
Session 1
Welcome and Opening Remarks, 9:00-10:30

Session 2
Overview of Good PracticePrinciplesfor
Har monization and of theWork of theOECD-DAC
Task Forceon Donor Practices, 10:45-13:15

Session 3
Discussion of L essons of Har monization Experience
Country and Agency Per spectives
Experienceof Vietnam, Ethiopia, and Jamaica, and Regiona
Workshop Reports, 14:30-16:15
Other Implementation Experience, 16:30-17:30

Tuesday, February 25

Session 4
Yester day’s Discussions, Today’s Challenges,
9:00-9:30

Session 5
Next Sepsand Actionsfor | mplementation—
Satementsof Donorsand Partner Countries,
9:30-13:00

Session 6
Useof Information and Communications Technology
for Aid Effectivenessand Har monization,
14:30-15:45

Session 7
Presentation of Joint Concluding Statement,
16:00-17:15
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Transportation

TheHigh-Level Forummeetingsall take placeat LaFarnesina, which
istoofar from participants hotelsfor aneasy walk. Theltdian
Government isproviding shuttle buses, whichwill depart from Hotel
Ambasciatori, ViaVittorio Veneto 62, at 7:30, 7:45, and 8:00 on
®. ==j.. Monday, andat 8:00, 8:15, 8:30 on Tuesday. The shuttleswill return

Stazione F. 5.
Roma Termini
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from LaFarnesinaat 17:45, 18:00, and 18:15 on both days.

In caseyou missthe shuttle, you' Il want to know that ataxi ridefrom
the hotel areato LaFarnesinatakesabout 15 minutesand costs about
10 Euros(theusual tipis15 percent).

Mille Grazie...

...totheagenciesthat have so generoudy provided financia
support for partner country participationinthe High-Level Forum:
theAsian Development Bank, Austraian Agency for International
Development, Canadian I nternational Development Agency,
Department for International Development, Norwegian Agency for
Devel opment Cooperation, Swedish I nternational Devel opment
Agency, and World Bank.

What Else to Do in Rome

Shopping

Shopsaregenerally openfrom 9:00to 13:00 and from 15:30t0 19:30. Shopsaretypically closed

on Sundaysand on Monday mornings.

Most of the designer shops cluster around the Spanish Steps, particularly on and near Viadei
Condotti. Carpediem (take advantage), asthe ancient Romans used to say—and if you spend
morethan 155 Eurosinone store, you aredligiblefor atax refund.

Theopen-air market at PiazzaCampo de' Fiori isopen Monday to Saturday from 7:00to 13:30.

Music, Night Life, Museums, etc.

For information, seeweekly magazines such asRoma C' é (withasmall sectionin English at the
back), the bimonthly Wanted in Rome (completely in English), and L’ Evento, available at the

Punti Informativi Turigtici aroundthecity.

For Children

Luna Park of the EUR: rides, anavigablelake, miniature golf

\illaBorghese: bicycling, skating, rowing onthelake
Zoological Gardens: open 8:30 to sunset

VillaAda, Villa Celimontana: play areaswithrides, bike paths, lakes

Olympic Mllage: skatingrink, playground
Gianicolo Park: puppet show

|ID: It'sthe Law

Italian law requiresadultsto havevalididentifi-
cationwiththemat all times—something
official, such asadriver’slicense, that shows
the owner’sname and aphoto. Foreigners
should also carry aphotocopy of their passport
withthem (carrying theactual passport isnot
advisable).

Useful Numbers

Police 113

Carabinieri 112
Medical emergency 118
Fire 115

Villa Madama

O nMonday evening, theltalian
Government will host asocia event

a VillaMadama. This
beautiful villawashbuilt early
inthe 16th century by Cardi-
na Giuliode' Medici (later
Pope Clement V1) according
to plansby the gresat painter
and architect Raphad. In

later years, Cardina Medici’s"vineyard,” asit
wascalled, wasowned by the Farnesefamily

and by Don Carlos of Bour-
bon, King of Naples. Over
timeitfel intodisrepair but
wasrestored toitsformer
glory inthe 20th century. It
was purchased by theltalian
- Governmentin1941.

HLF Secretariat

If you have questions or concerns about the HLF,
you may call 06 - 36918803 or visit Segreteria
Sala Conferenze Internazionali, to communicate
with: -
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SoelLin
Policy advisor

ColinBruce
Manager
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Gonzalo Perez Constanzo
Forumlogistics

Kathryn Hollifield
Program manager

9

Duncan Nott Patricia Rogers

Security
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Henry Chase Jayme Mendes dos Santos

Technical support

B

Ida Mori
Saff

LajtanAlll

f. Manuel Rosini
World Bank liaison in Rome

The HLF Secretariat expresses its appreciation for the
hard work and collegiality of the teams from the Italian
Government, AfDB, AsDB, EBRD, IDB, and OECD-DAC,
who have helped prepare the Forum.




