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These policies were prepared for use by World Bank staff and are not necessarily a complete
treatment of the subject.
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Pest Management
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4. In Bank-finagced agricult €rations, pest pépulations are normally controlled through IPM approaches
such as biological, contro d the development and use of crop varieties that are resistant or
tolerant to the pest®.The B he purchase of pesticides when their use is justified under an IPM
approach.

Pest Management in Public Héalth

5. In Bank-financed public health projects, the Bank supports controlling pests primarily through environmental
methods. Where environ-mental methods alone are not effective, the Bank may finance the use of pesticides for
control of disease vectors.

Criteria for Pesticide Selection and Use
6. The procurement of any pesticide in a Bank-financed project is contingent on an assessment of the nature and

degree of associated risks, taking into account the proposed use and the intended users.2 With respect to the
classification of pesticides and their specific formulations, the Bank refers to the World Health Organization's
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Recommended Classification of Pesticides by Hazard and Guidelines to Classification (Geneva: WHO 1994-
95).¢ The following criteria apply to the selection and use of pesticides in Bank-financed projects:
(a) They must have negligible adverse human health effects.

(b) They must be shown to be effective against the target species.

(c) They must have minimal effect on nontarget species and the natural environment. The methods, timing, and
frequency of pesticide application are aimed to minimize damage to natural enemies. Pesticides used in public
health programs must be demonstrated to be safe for inhabitants and domestic animals in the treated areas, as
well as for personnel applying them.

(d) Their use must take into account the need to prevent the development of resistance in pests.
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