Activity 3.4c


BACKGROUND DOCUMENT for Activity 3.4c

Recommendations for enhancing the quality 

and safety of research on domestic violence
(Adapted from recommendations made by Lori Heise and Mary Ellsberg, CHANGE and the WHO Multi-Country Study of Women's Health and Domestic Violence, Core Protocol)

The following is a short list of measures should be adopted in all countries where the domestic violence module is being implemented (the list is not exhaustive).  These measures are aimed at ensuring women's safety and the ethical implementation of the domestic violence module, and at maximizing the disclosure of actual violence. 

· Training.  Field staff need to receive additional training in how to administer the module using the safety procedures established by the survey, how to deal with crisis situations, and how to prepare themselves emotionally for the work. It is usually recommended that at least part of the training be carried out with men and women separately, since their experiences and reactions to the training are likely to be quite different. 

· Informed consent. The respondent should be reassured about the confidentiality of the information.

· Privacy.  The need for absolute privacy must be stressed with interviewers. In addition to using a range of techniques for ensuring privacy, they should be free to reschedule the interview to another time in order to carry out the interview in private.

· seq level0 \h \r0 

seq level1 \h \r0 

seq level2 \h \r0 

seq level3 \h \r0 

seq level4 \h \r0 

seq level5 \h \r0 

seq level6 \h \r0 

seq level7 \h \r0 Referrals and additional information. An information sheet must be prepared for distribution in the appropriate language which lists the options and services available for women experiencing domestic violence, including if possible, any legal help and available services.  

