
The World Bank Multilingual Terminology Database 
“How to Browse” Guide 

 
The World Bank Multilingual Terminology Database uses English as the pivot language and includes equivalents in Arabic, French and 
Spanish.  This terminology database is available to all translation and interpretation vendors of The World Bank’s GSDTI Translation and 
Interpretation Unit.   
 
There are only a couple of technical requisites that must be met in order to access the database: 
   

• First, your web browser must be Microsoft Internet Explorer version 5.5 or higher (6.x preferred).  Internet Explorer happens to be the most 
popular web browser and most computers already have it installed as it is part of the MS Office package.   

• Second, you should also have the Java plug-in 1.4.2 05 installed.  If it is not already installed, click on the following link for a free 
download: http://www.java.com/en/download/windows_automatic.jsp . 

 
Once these two requisites have been met, The World Bank Multilingual Terminology Database can be accessed freely, no username or 
password is required. 
 
Below find screenshots that explain you in more detail how to browse the termbase. Note: It might be that you are looking for a specific term in 
Spanish but only find entries in Arabic or French. That means that the specific term has not yet been entered in Spanish into the termbase. 
 
Please send any comments or suggestions per email to terminology@worldbank.org. 
 
Thank you. 
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To go to the termbase 
homepage, click on the link or 
enter: 
http://translate.worldbank.org/tb. 
 

 

 

 2



To access the actual termbase 
click on: The World Bank 
Multilingual Terminology 
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After you clicked on the link, the 
termbase viewer opens as a 
separate browser window.  You 
might want to resize / maximize 
this browser window. 
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English is the pivot language of 
the termbase.  However you will 
be able to query the database 
using any combination of the 
four languages currently 
available.   
 
You can do that by selecting the 
source and target language of 
your choice. 
 
Select your source language 
from the drop-down menu as 
shown. Select the target 
language from the drop-down in 
the same way you selected your 
source language. 
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To look for a term entry you can 
query for an exact term, or use 
any of the symbols indicated to 
do a fuzzy search or a wildcard 
search. 
 
Enter the term or wildcard in the 
query field and hit Enter or click 
on Execute to start a search.  
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To do an Exact Search, place 
the exclamation mark in front 
of the term you are querying for. 
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To do a Fuzzy Search, place 
the pound sign after or before 
the term. 
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To do a wildcard for multiple 
characters search, place the 
star sign in front of or behind of 
the term. 
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To do a wildcard search for 
single character, place the 
question mark on each side of 
a character. 
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To view the term details of your 
query results listed, click on the 
term.  The term details are 
displayed on the right-hand side 
of your screen. 
 
NOTE: The bold formatting and 
blue color coding indicate that 
this is the term and language 
combination that you queried. 
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If there is more than one entry 
that matches your search 
criteria you can view them by 
clicking on the backward or 
forward arrows on either side of 
the Terms Found button. 
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