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Report 2012 for the iPadTM

World Development Report 2012 
for iPadTM makes this key World Bank 
flagship accessible and mobile. Now 
you can quickly and easily find the 
issues and policy recommendations 
that most interest you by region, 

topic, key message, or several dozen keywords.

FREE at bit.ly/wdr2012app 

NEW! eAtlas of Gender
This new free mapping tool tells the story—thematically, 
contextually, historically, and across countries—of gender 
issues and gender progress through statistical mapping and 
data visualization. It provides robust data, context, and 
tools, making it suitable for a wide range of users.

Map gender indicators over time and across countries, 
upload your own data to map and/or compare with World 
Bank data, compare two maps side by side, animate maps 
over time, and customize and export maps and data for 
presentations or further use.

FREE at data.worldbank.org/atlas-gender  
Launch September 2011

The Little Data Book on Gender 2011
This handy pocket guide is perfect for users 
interested in gender statistics. The book 
presents the latest gender-disaggregated 
data for more than 200 countries on 
demography, education, health, labor force, 
political participation, and the Millennium 
Development Goals in an easy, country-by-
country format.

September 2011. 236 pages. Stock no. D18881 
(ISBN: 978-0-8213-8881-5). US$15
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D I D  YOU   K N O W. . . 

More women than men are enrolled 
in tertiary education globally?

•
Women now live longer than men  

in all world regions? 

•
More than 40 percent of the  

global labor force is made up of women?

Much has changed for the the better 
and at a more rapid pace than ever 

before, but progress has not been even 
or sustained for all women...

And gender gaps persist in many areas—from 
mortality patterns to access to economic 

opportunities to women’s voice in society.
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Gender outcomes result from interactions among households, markets, and institutions
Development has closed  
some gender gaps…

n	 Educational enrollment
n	 Life expectancy
n	 Labor force participation

…but other gaps persist

n	 Excess deaths of girls 
and women

n	 Unequal access to economic 
opportunities

n	 Disparities in earnings and 
incomes

n	 Differences in voice in 
households and in society

“We are not educated, we don’t know anything, and we do not know how 
we can be able to change our life and obtain power and freedom.”

				    – Adult woman, rural Afghanistan 

“My sister gave birth when she was 14 and died.”
				    – Young woman, Republic of Yemen

“For a good future, men must change.”
				    – Adult man, Peru

“Everybody uses cell phones, even market women and all. 
For example, when their goods come, the person will  
just call them.”

				    – Young woman, Liberia

The World Development 
Report 2012
n	 Focuses on the economics of gender 

equality

n	 Draws on quantitative and qualitative 
data, including new field research 
with more than 4,000 men and 
women in 98 communities from 19 
developing countries

n	 Builds on the view of development 
as a process of expanding freedoms 
equally for all individuals, and 
considers gender equality as a core 
development goal in itself 

n	 Analyzes how markets, formal 
institutions such as laws, and informal 
social institutions, such as norms, 
interact and influence household 
decision-making

n	 Informs policy decisions by building 
on and synthesizing the growing body 
of multi-disciplinary theory, evidence, 
and data on how gender equality 
matters for development while 
highlighting the major knowledge 
gaps that remain

Gender equality is a core development objective in its own right. It is also smart economics. Greater gender equality can 
enhance productivity, improve development outcomes for the next generation, and make institutions more representative.

Gender equality matters for development

More information at
worldbank.org/wdr2012
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