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MINORITIES AT RISK PROJECT
(MAR) is a university-based
research project that monitors
and analyzes the status and
conflicts of politically-active
communal groups in all

countries with a current population of at least 500,000.
The project is designed to provide information in a
standardized format that aids comparative research and
contributes to the understanding of conflicts involving
relevant groups. MAR is hosted by the center for
international Development and Conflict Management at
the University of Maryland.
www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar

VISION OF HUMANITY groups
together a number of interrelated
initiatives focused on global peace.
It brings a strategic approach to
raising the world’s attention
and awareness around the

importance of peacefulness to humanity’s survival in
the 21st century. It is a collaborative enterprise bringing
together a group of initiatives which enjoy the support of a
wide range of philanthropists, business people,
politicians, religious leaders and intellectuals.
www.visionofhumanity.org

SWISSPEACE is a practice-
oriented peace research institute
in the area of conflict analysis and
peacebuilding. We research the
causes of wars and violent
conflicts, develop tools for early
recognition of tensions, and

formulate conflict mitigation and peacebuilding
strategies. Swisspeace contributes to information
exchange and networking on current issues of peace and
security policy through its analyses and reports as well as
www.swisspeace.ch

THE INDEX OF STATE
WEAKNESS IN THE
DEVELOPING WORLD
was designed to provide policy-
makers and researchers with a
credible tool for analyzing and

understanding the world's most vulnerable countries.
Co-directed by Brookings Senior Fellow Susan Rice and

Center for Global Development Research Fellow
Stewart Patrick, the Index ranks and assesses 141
developing nations according to their relative
performance in four critical spheres: economic, political,
security and social welfare.
www.brookings.edu/reports/2008/02_weak_states_index.aspx

THE INTERNATIONAL NETWORK
ON CONFLICT AND FRAGILITY
(INCAF) is a unique decision-
making forum which brings
together governments and
international organizations in order

to support peacebuilding as well as effective and legitimate
state institutions in the world?s most challenging
development situations. INCAF helps donors, international
organizations and partner countries to respond to conflict
and fragility by working on cutting-edge policy and
programming and by acting as a dialogue facilitator between
donors and partner countries. See publications online.
www.oecd.org/dac/incaf

THE NETHERLANDS INSTITUTE
OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
CLINGENDAEL is a knowledge
institute for international
relations. In a constantly changing
global environment, Clingendael

acts as a think-tank as well as a diplomatic academy in
order to identify and analyze emerging political and social
developments for the benefit of government and the
general public. The Institute acts in an advisory capacity to
the government, parliament and social organizations,
holds conferences and seminars, maintains a library and
documentation centre, and publishes a Dutch language
monthly on international politics as well as a newsletter.
www.clingendael.nl

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH
is dedicated to defending and
protecting human rights. By
focusing international attention
where human rights are violated,
it gives voice to the oppressed
and hold oppressors accountable

for their crimes. Our rigorous, objective investigations
and strategic, targeted advocacy build intense pressure for
action and raise the cost of human rights abuse.
www.hrw.org/en/about
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WARS, GUNS, AND VOTES:
Democracy in Dangerous Places,
by Paul Collier. Harper, 2009.
Paul Collier investigates the violence
and poverty in the small, remote
countries at the lowest level of the
world economy. He argues that the
spread of elections and peace
settlements in the world's most

dangerous countries may lead to a brave new democratic
world. In the meantime, though, nasty and long civil wars,
military coups, and failing economies are the order of the
day—for now and into the foreseeable future. But he insists
that peace and stability can be achieved if the international
community intervenes through aid, democracy building,
and a very limited amount of force.

THE GLOBAL DEAL: Climate Change
and the Creation of a New Era of
Progress and Prosperity, by Nicholas
Stern. Public Affairs, 2009.
In 2006, Nicholas Stern made
headlines around the world with his
report on the costs and benefits of
dealing with global warming. Until the
Stern Review, no one knew how much
it would cost, and how to do it. Now,

Stern has transformed his report into a powerful narrative
book for general readers. The Global Deal evaluates the
economic future, and the essential steps we must take to
protect growth and reduce poverty while managing climate
change. The future Stern outlines is optimistic and
pragmatic; he believes we have the capacity and creativity to
change. But we need the will to inspire our political leaders
to drive a new global strategy.

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF
GOVERNMENT AUDITING: Financial
Governance and the Rule of Law in
Latin America and Beyond, by Carlos
Santiso. Routledge Cavendish, 2009.
This book addresses the elusive quest
for greater transparency and
accountability in the management of
public finances in emerging
economies; and, more specifically, it

examines the contribution of autonomous audit agencies
(AAAs) to the fight against corruption and waste. While
the role of audit agencies in curbing corruption is
increasingly acknowledged, there exists little comparative

work on their institutional effectiveness. Addressing the
performance of AAAs in emerging economies, Carlos
Santiso pursues a political economy perspective that
addresses the context in which audit agencies are
embedded, and the governance factors that make them
work or fail.

DEAD AID: Why Aid Is Not Working and
How There Is a Better Way for Africa, by
Dambisa Moyo and Niall Ferguson. Farrar,
Straus and Giroux, 2009.
In Dead Aid, Dambisa Moyo describes
the state of postwar development policy
in Africa today and confronts one of the
greatest myths of our time: that billions

of dollars in aid sent from wealthy countries to developing
African nations has helped to reduce poverty and increase
growth. Provocatively, Moyo illuminates the way in which
overreliance on aid has trapped developing nations in a
vicious circle of aid dependency, corruption, market
distortion, and further poverty. Debunking the current
model of international aid, Moyo offers a bold new road
map for financing development that guarantees a significant
decline in poverty without reliance on foreign aid.

BUILDING STATES TO BUILD PEACE,
edited by Charles T. Call with Vanessa
Wyeth. Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2008.
How can legitimate and sustainable
states best be established in the
aftermath of civil wars? And what role
should international actors play in
supporting the vital process?
Addressing these questions, this

volume explores the core challenges involved in
institutionalizing postconflict states. The combination of
thematic chapters and in-depth case studies covers the
full range of the most vexing and diverse problems
confronting domestic and international actors seeking to
build states while building peace.

FIXING FAILED STATES: A Framework
for Rebuilding a Fractured World,
by Ashraf Ghani. and Clare Lockhart.
Oxford University Press, 2008.
The authors have taken an active part
in the effort to save failed states for
many years, serving as World Bank
officials and UN advisors. In Fixing
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Failed States, they offer an on-the-ground picture of why
past efforts have not worked and advance a
groundbreaking new solution to this most pressing of
global crises. Their state-building strategy, which assigns
responsibility equally among the international
community, national leaders, and citizens, maps out a
clear path to political and economic stability.

UNDERSTANDING CIVIL WAR
(Vol. 1: Africa): Evidence and
Analysis
UNDERSTANDING CIVIL WAR
(Vol. 2: Europe, Central Asia,
& Other Regions): Evidence and
Analysis, Edited by Paul Collier
and Nicholas Sambanis.
The World Bank, 2005.
These two volumes build upon the

World Bank's prior research on conflict and violence,
particularly on the work of Paul Collier and Anke
Hoeffler, whose model of civil war onset has sparked
much discussion on the relationship between conflict
and development in what came to be known as the
"greed" versus "grievance" debate. The authors
systematically apply the Collier-Hoeffler model to 15
countries in 6 different regions of the world, using a
comparative case study methodology to revise and
expand upon economic models of civil war.

BREAKING THE CONFLICT TRAP:
Civil War and Development Policy,
Oxford University Press, World Bank,
2003.
This was the first book to identify
the dire consequences that civil
war has on the development
process and remains a seminal
text even today. It offers three
main findings: First, civil war has

adverse ripple effects. Second, some countries are more
likely than others to experience civil war conflict, due to a
country’s characteristics including its economic stability.
Third, Breaking the Conflict Trap explores viable
international measures that can be taken to reduce the
global incidence of civil war and proposes a practical
agenda for action.

PEACE AND THE PUBLIC PURSE:
Economic Policies for Postwar
Statebuilding, edited by James K. Boyce
and Madalene O'Donnell. Lynne Rienner
Publishers, 2007.
In the aftermath of violent conflict,
how do the economic challenges of
statebuilding intersect with the
political challenges of peacebuilding?

How can the international community help lay the fiscal
foundations for a sustainable state and a durable peace?
Peace and the Public Purse examines these questions, lifting
the curtain that often has separated economic policy from
peace implementation. Drawing on recent experiences in
Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Timor-Leste, Guatemala,
Palestine, and Uganda, the authors bring to life a key
dimension of how both peace and states are built.

DESCENT INTO CHAOS: The United
States and the Failure of Nation
Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan,
and Central Asia, by Ahmed Rashid,
Viking Adult, 2008.
Ahmed Rashid, a prominent Pakistani
reporter, examines the region and the
corridors of power in Washington and
Europe to see how the promised
nation building has progressed. His

conclusions are devastating: An unstable and nuclear-
armed Pakistan, a renewed al-Qaeda profiting from a
booming opium trade, and a Taliban resurgence and
reconquest. Rashid argues that Pakistan and Afghanistan
are where the conflict will finally be played out and that
these failing states pose a graver threat to global security
than the Middle East.

WAR CHILD: A Child Soldier's Story,
by Emmanuel Jal and Megan Lloyd Davies.
St. Martin’s Press, 2009.
Shocking, inspiring, and finally
hopeful, War Child is a memoir by a
unique young man, who is determined
to tell his story and in so doing bring
peace to his homeland. In the mid-
1980s, Emmanuel Jal was a seven year

old Sudanese boy. His father Simon rose to become a
powerful commander in the Christian Sudanese Liberation
Army, and Jal was conscripted into that army, one of
10,000 child soldiers, and fought through two separate civil
wars until he was adopted by a British aid worker.
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OCTOBER 2009

5 World Habitat Day
Washington, DC
www.unhabitat.org

6–7 World Bank/International Monetary Fund
Annual Meetings
Istanbul, Turkey
www.worldbank.org

15–16 UCW Seminar IV on Child Labour,
Education & Youth Employment
Istanbul, Turkey
http://go.worldbank.org/OV6J7EQ6W0
www.ucw-project.org

22 Y2Y Global Youth Conference
Washington, DC
http://go.worldbank.org/LSDT7VKLM0

NOVEMBER 2009

4–5 The Fifth International Scientific and Business
Congress on Protecting the Climate
Pretoria, South Africa
http:/en.cop15.dk

8–10 India Economic Summit
New Delhi, India
ww.weforum.org

11–13 African Economic Conference: Fostering
Development in an Era of Financial and
Economic Crises
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
www.afdb.org

20–22 Summit on the Global Agenda
Dubai, UAE
www.weforum.org

30– Seventh WTO Ministerial Conference
Dec 2 Geneva, Switzerland

www.wto.org

DECEMBER 2009

7–18 United Nations Climate Change Conference
Copenhagen, Denmark
http:/en.cop15.dk

JANUARY 2010

27–31 World Economic Forum Annual Meeting
Davos-Klosters, Switzerland
www.weforum.org



PUBLIC SECTOR GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY SERIES

Available wherever World Bank publications are sold, and at http://publications.worldbank.org/ecommerce/

PUBLIC EXPENDITURE ANALYSIS
How can government become
more responsive to and compas-
sionate towards its most vulnera-
ble citizens? In developing coun-
tries, the public sector’s perform-
ance in delivering public services
to the poor and other disadvan-
taged groups—such as women

and the elderly— is particularly disconcerting. This
book provides tools of analysis to create a scorecard
on the public sector’s role in safeguarding the interest
of the poor and disadvantaged.

LOCAL GOVERNANCE IN
INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES
The information revolution, in
recent years, has worked as a
catalyst to create a globalized yet
localized world with local govern-
ments playing an ever-increasing
role in the domestic and global
economy. How these governments

will be able to shoulder their responsibilities—espe-
cially the delivery of local services—more effectively
is the concern of this book. The book, edited by Anwar
Shah, provides a comparative perspective on interna-
tional practices in local governance and draws les-
sons from these experiences to to guide future

reform.

LOCAL GOVERNANCE IN
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
This book provides a new
institutional economics
perspective on alternative
models of local governance,
offering a comprehensive view
of local government organization

and finance in the developing world. The experiences
of ten developing/transition economies are reviewed
to draw lessons of general interest in strengthening
responsive, responsible,
and accountable local governance.

PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING
This book presents an authorita-
tive guide to the principles and
practice of participatory budget-
ing, providing a careful analysis of
the potentials of participatory
budgeting in strengthening inclu-
sive and accountable governance
as well as risks associated with

interest group capture of participatory processes. For
interested policy makers and practitioners, the book
presents the "nuts and bolts" of participatory budget-
ing. It provides a regional survey of such practices
worldwide and draws lessons from seven individual
country case studies.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL FISCAL
TRANSFERS: PRINCIPLES AND
PRACTICE
The design of intergovernmental
fiscal transfers has a strong
bearing on efficiency and equity
of public service provision and
accountable local governance.

This book provides a comprehensive one-stop win-
dow/source of materials to guide practitioners and
scholars on design and worldwide practices in inter-
governmental fiscal transfers and their implications
for efficiency, and equity in public services provision
as well as accountable governance.

A well-functioning public sector is critical
for poverty alleviation. It must deliver quality
public services that match the needs of its
citizens, foster private market-led growth
while managing fiscal resources prudently,
and be accountable to its citizens for all
actions. This important new series provides
conceptual guidance and lessons in how to
reach these objectives. The series facilitates
learning from others’ experiences with ideas
and practices that promote responsive,
responsible and accountable public
governance in developing countries.

edited by Anwar Shah






