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How to check items used in past tests 
(For course manager/content experts) 

 

A.  Why checking past tests? Be Cautious! 
 
1. Looking at tests or items used in previous courses can: 

a. save you time (as you may not have to write all items from scratch); 
b. help you avoid mistakes (if you identify issues with previous items); and 
c. give you ideas on writing new items. 

2. However, reusing items should be done with caution, because: 

a. an item that worked well with a group of participants may not work with a different group; 
b. an item may test a key point of a course, but be a minor point of a different course; 
c. the language in which the item was used may affect responses (e.g., poor translation, 

participant mastery of the language of delivery); and 
d. (for users of the World Bank’s Level-2 evaluation test results and item database only) 

items were included in the database based on availability, not quality. Items appear as 
they were used, without fixing. Most tests in the database were built before the Toolkit or 
other quality control guidelines. The quality of the items in the database varies greatly. 

B.  Where to find past test items? (for World Bank users only!) 
 
3. Click Level-2 Evaluation Toolkit’s Test Results and Item Database to open the welcome page 

of a database with the test results and items of over one hundred World Bank offerings. 

4. Click “review items used in the past” to access the item database. 

 
5. For example, we’ll look for a past test on Trade. Click the triangle before “Course Offering 

Information. 

 
 
6. The related criteria through which you can query the database appear.  

http://intranet.worldbank.org/WBSITE/INTRANET/UNITS/WBIINT/0,,contentMDK:20191931~pagePK:135700~piPK:135698~theSitePK:136975,00.html
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7. Placing your cursor over a specific area provides details about the function it performs and 

the criteria selected. 

8.  Under course, click a trade related course (see above). 

9. Click a check box to display at least one course feature, e.g., offering title (see above). 

10. Choose the output type Define Item Display (see below). 

11. Then, click Submit query (see below). 

 
12. Review the items returned in the query results. See Glossary for help with statistical terms.  

 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/WBI/0,,contentMDK:20270022~pagePK:209023~piPK:335094~theSitePK:213799,00.html

