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K.Y. Amoako served as the sixth Executive Secretary of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) from 1995 - 2005. 
Under his leadership, ECA revamped its research and advocacy work 
to ensure it is policy relevant and at the cutting edge of Africa’s 
development agenda. 

 
Prior to his tenure at ECA, Mr. Amoako worked for the World Bank for two decades, 
including serving as Director of the Education and Social Policy Department with 
responsibility for providing strategic leadership for the Bank’s poverty reduction, 
education, gender, labor markets and social protection programs. 

 
Dr. Amoako is Chair of the Commission for HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa 
(CHGA), which was convened by UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, and a member of 
the Commission for Africa established by Prime Minister Tony Blair. He is a member of 
the Taskforce on Global Public Goods and a board member of the Development Gateway 
Foundation and Chair of its Editorial Committee. He is also a member of the Global 
Information and Infrastructure Commission (GIIC). He also served as a member of the 
Commission on Capital Flows to Africa and on the World Health Organization’s high-
level Commission on Macroeconomics and Health (CMH). 

 
K.Y. Amoako has a B.A. (Hons) with a concentration in Economics from the University 
of Ghana in Legon and an M.A. and Ph.D. in Economics from the University of 
California at Berkeley. In 2003, he was awarded a Doctor of Laws degree, honoris causa, 
by the Addis Ababa University. 

 
 


